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[First Reading]

[Responsorial Psalm]

[Second Reading]

Ezekiel

Psalm

Romans

[Gospel Acclamation]
© Alleluia, alleluia.

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ and entrusting to

33:7-9

95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

13:8-10

us the message of reconciliation. ©

[Gospel]

Matthew

18:15-20

[Communion Antiphon]

Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul is yearn-

ing for you, my God; my soul is thirsting for God, the living God.
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Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

There is a Korean saying: “A drowning
person will grasp even at a straw.” Not
long ago, | heard the story of a woman
who had gone through one hardship af-
ter another. Her husband’s business,
which had been doing well, suddenly col-
lapsed and left the family with a heavy
burden of debt. Her beloved daughter
became seriously ill after the COVID pan-
demic and underwent nearly ten surger-
ies in a single year. She has now been in
the hospital for more than a year. Her
son, who had always done well in school,
also went through a difficult time and
failed his college entrance exam. This
woman had studied the Bible faithfully
and had served the Church generously.

As | listened to her story, | thought of
Job in the Old Testament. Job was also a
righteous man who feared God and lived
faithfully, yet he lost his possessions, his
children, and even his health. At first, Job’
s friends came to him, wept with him,
and simply sat beside him in silence. But
once they began to speak, they assumed
that his suffering must have been caused
by some hidden fault or sin. Instead of
comforting him, they tried to explain his
suffering. Instead of sharing his pain,
they looked for someone to blame. Yet
what a suffering person often needs most
is not an answer, but someone who will
simply remain by his or her side. When |
was in Korea, | happened to reconnect
with this woman after fifteen years. We
talked for more than two hours. Rather
than giving her many explanations, | tried
to listen. And | told her, “You may feel
that you have been far from God for
some time, but God has never left you.
He still loves you.”

| sometimes think of faith as a rest area
along the highway of life. When we drive
a long distance, there are times when we
need to stop and rest. We eat when we
are tired, fill the car with fuel when the
tank is low, and check the map when we
are unsure of the road. Faith can be that
kind of resting place for the soul. It is
where a wounded heart can find comfort,
where we can rediscover our direction
when we feel lost, and where we can be
filled again with God's grace when our
strength to love has run low. But some-
times, while traveling through life, we
pass by the rest area. We may be in too

much of a hurry, or we may be so ex-
hausted that we miss the exit. Yet the rest
area does not disappear simply because
we passed it. Farther down the road, there
will be another place to stop. In the same
way, there may be times when we drift
away from church or stop praying for a
while. But even when we think that we
have let go of God, God does not let go
of us. When we cannot find our way back,
God sends people into our lives, arranges
unexpected encounters, and calls us back
through small gestures of comfort and
kindness.

In today’s first reading, God appoints the
prophet Ezekiel as a “watchman” for the
house of Israel. A watchman is not some-
one who stands in a high place simply to
watch others and point out their faults. A
true watchman sees danger coming and
warns others in order to save them. He
calls out so that those who have lost their
way may return to the right path. There-
fore, what matters most for a watchman
is not the ability to judge, but the desire
to save. We too are called to be watch-
men for one another in our families, in
our parish, and in our faith community.
But when correction is separated from
love, it easily becomes criticism. When
justice is separated from mercy, it pushes
people away. The watchman God desires
is not someone who points a finger at the
sinner, but someone who reaches out a
hand to the person who has fallen. A true
watchman does not ignore what is wrong,
but speaks because he does not want to
lose the person.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that if a
brother sins against us, we should first
“go and tell him his fault between you
and him alone.” Jesus does not tell us to
embarrass the person in public or to
spread the story to others. His command
to meet the person privately reveals a
deep respect for the other person’s digni-
ty and reputation. It means that we
should first listen to his story, try to un-
derstand why he acted as he did, and
speak to him with love. Jesus says, “If he
listens to you, you have won over your
brother.” The goal of the Gospel is not to
prove that | am right. It is to win back a
brother or sister. It is not about defeating
someone in an argument, but about help-
ing someone return to communion. That
is why Saint Paul summarizes all the com-
mandments in today’s second reading
with these words: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” Love does not mean
pretending that everything is acceptable.
There are times when we must correct
what is wrong. But the way we do it must

always be guided by love. Our words
should give life and offer the courage
to begin again.

There may be people around us who
have stepped away from the Church for
a while. Some may have been hurt by
others and distanced themselves from
the faith community. Some may have
closed their hearts to God because they
felt that their prayers were never an-
swered. Others may be carrying such a
heavy burden in life that they do not
even have the strength to come to
Mass. What they need first may not be
judgment, criticism, or even a perfect
theological explanation. Like Job’s
friends at the beginning, perhaps what
they need is someone who will quietly
sit beside them. And when the right
moment comes, we can dently say,
“God still loves you. Even in the mo-
ment when you thought you had let go
of God, God never let go of you.” This
week, perhaps each of us can think of
one person who has become distant
from us or from the Church. Let us
reach out first. Let us ask how that per-
son is doing and listen to his or her
story. To win back one person, to help
one person feel the love of God again,
and to extend a hand of compassion
that is the mission of love that Jesus
entrusts to us today.
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2026 Pastoral Goal

1. We remember the past 50 years with
gratitude and joy in the grace of Christ,

2. We become a community that builds
one another up through the Holy Spirit,

3. Filled with God's love, we prepare to
expand the fellowship room and build
a new priest's residence,

4. With the Parish 50th Anniversary
Preparation Committee, we reevaluate
our history, spirituadlity, and culture.

5. We pass on the legacy of faith to

our next generation through a life of
gratitude, fellowship, and sharing.

Until 8/29 Rosary Lunch
prayer count 120,120 | gene | Carrollton
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@ Second collection
A diocesan second collection in support of
the Catholic University of America will be
taken on 9/5 (Sat) and 9/6 (Sun).

@ St. Andrew Kim Dae-geon Relic Visitation

- Training Sessions

1. Training for Relic Custodians & Trans-

portation Volunteers

When: 9/6 (Sun), 11:30 am, C109

2. Training for Families Participating in the

Relic Visitation (Mandatory Training!)

When: 9/13 (Sun), 11:30 am, C109

Contact: Deacon John Lee 214-668-2862
Lucy Kim 972-795-9706
Jennifer Choi 214-404-8746

@ Memorial Mass offering for Chuseok
Mass: 9/19 (Sat), 9/20 (Sun)
Registration Deadline: 9/13 (Sun), office

@ Sunday School Parents’ General Meeting
When: 9/13 (Sun) 10:00 am
Location: Room C108
Who: Parents of K-12 Sunday School students
* Parents of Youth Group students are also en-
couraged to attend.

@ Parish Day Mass Schedule - 9/20 (Sun)
10:00 am Korean Mass, 12:00 pm English Mass
- 3:00 pm Mass: No Mass

@ Parish Day Celebration

When: 9/20 (Sun), 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Location: Throughout the Parish Grounds
Fun & Games: Unique Basketball Free-Throw
Challenge, Yut Nori, Outdoor Games, Water
Slide & Bounce House, Feeding Zoo, Field
Day Games
Food: Marketplace

(Drinks, Cookies, Hot Wings, Tteokbokki)

@ Month of the Korean Martyrs Special Lecture
Speaker: Sr. Kyung-hee Kim (Lucia)
(Sisters of the Blessed Korean Martyrs)
Topics:
1.Following the Faith of Our Ancestors
2. A Life Guided by the Spirit
When: 9/15 (Tue) & 9/17 (Thu),
after the evening Mass

@ Vocations Support Committee Monastery Visit
The Vocations Support Committee is organ-
izing a meaningful visit to a monastery, pri-
marily for Youth Altar Servers and 7th-8th
Grade Sunday School students. We ask for
the prayers and support of all parishioners.
When: 9/27 (Sun), 1:30 pm
Location: Cistercian Abbey

(3550 Cistercian Road, Irving)

@ Recruiting Immanuel Choir Members
Who: First Grade and above

Performances: 11/29 50th Anniversary Opening Mass,

Christmas, Easter Immanuel Choir

Practice: 1:40-2:30starting from 9/27
Application Deadline: 9/20,
QR code

@ Recruiting Angel Choir Members
Who: Students who have received
their First Holy Communion and
older * Audition required
Application: QR code

Angel Choir

@ Recruiting Cantors for 12 o’'clock Mass
Who: Catholic Boys and Girls in 7th grade or above
who have relatively accurate pitch and pronuncia-
tion and the ability to sing in tune with an accom-
paniment * Audition required
For Inquiries: Angel Choir Leader 631-601-7984

@ Recruiting Musicians
We welcome those interested in serving
through music with keyboard, string, or wind
instruments.
Who: High school, college students, and
adults who can sight-read their vocal part in
four-part hymns and perform with a cham-
ber group. * Audition required.
Ministry: Accompanying liturgical music for
Mass and participating in parish music events
Contact: Director of Saared Music Ministry, 972-672-0273

@ Book Sale & Online Library Membership
Registration
Date: 9/20 (Parish Day), All Day
Contact: 972-379-9981, dkcclibrary@gmail.com
Donate good books!
Please return all borrowed books!

@ “Walking with the Lord, Walking with Our
Neighbors” 2026 Parish-Wide Walking Event
When: 11/14 (Sat), 9:00 am
Location: T.W. Richardson Grove, Irving
Contact: Andrea Shin 940-337-4046

@ Premium Olive Oil Sale - 50th Anniversary
Fundraiser
Enjoy healthy and delicious olive oil while helping
celebrate our parish’s 50 years of history!
Price: $30 /750 mL
Available at: In front of the Fellowship Hall
Contact: Diana Kim 214-566-2406

@ Lost & Found Notice
Items remaining in the lost and found box near the
restrooms will be discarded this week.
Please check and retrieve your belongings.

HExesE ngg
H2(50), HIFAIOk(50) s, Mo @, AY, 22, o|&T, A0S, EHs dde, H2E, otols, o, Has|, 4H, o|iE, A E, K27,
IF, Olyeh ARl Y, MEd, BIHE, ABF, 48, ol ZHE, 2AF otdz, 2=, &l8d, John Chae,
505 5 Susan Partlow, Jimmy Kim, Peter Chun
XTHE(200), Z5H(50), 4H(10) Ay B .

- Thank you for your generosity. -
= AlH™ $119,571.24 = $100.00 gz $5,410.00 FU 52 $6,303.00
Uk A H $271,196.83 2%t ¥ g $105.00 EHZ =g 5o $11,918.00

Xt Y 0jAF ®AMX} 3t 434 & 5349 2 304 2 569
FY OJAF HMXL E 100 Y 10A] 502 12A 252 & 3A 491 FY A 903 ¥




