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Catholic Bereavement Preparation Guide 
The St. Andrew Kim Catholic Church Bereavement Ministry (연령회 “yun ryung hweh”) is a spiritual 
faith-based organization dedicated to serving our fellow parishioners who have lost a loved one. 
The following is a summary of the steps that the grieving family typically needs to prepare in the 
Korean Catholic church.   

This document is a quick guide for those with pre-arranged funeral plans.  Further details are 
provided on our website: https://familyfaith.dallaskoreancatholic.org/bereavement-group-english/  

Please review these items and do not hesitate to contact our ministry volunteers if you need any 
assistance or support. 

Immediate Actions Upon Death 
Inform the appropriate people to prepare for the funeral announcements and the Funeral Mass. 

Parish Contacts 
Parish Level Contacts 

St. Andrew Kim  Office 972-620-9150 
Bereavement Ministry Coordinator Lorenzo  813-335-9843 

Provide your name, your contact number, relationship to the deceased, name of the 
deceased, and date of death 

Regional Leader Contacts (구역장) 
Consult the Parish website below to find the regional leader of the deceased individual to 
prepare for funeral announcements by region. 
 

https://familyfaith.dallaskoreancatholic.org/parish-regions-2/ 
 

 

 

 

https://familyfaith.dallaskoreancatholic.org/bereavement-group-english/
https://familyfaith.dallaskoreancatholic.org/parish-regions-2/
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Schedule a Funeral Mass (optional 연도/Viewing/Wake)  
 

• Contact the Bereavement Ministry Coordinator to check for Mass and priest availability 
based on the availability from the funeral home or to get date options from the parish 
before meeting with your funeral home.  

• If you choose to have a 연도 (“yeon-do”)viewing/wake the day before your funeral Mass, 
discuss with the Bereavement Ministry Coordinator for proper planning. If you choose to do 

a viewing on the day of the Funeral Mass, see “연도 Yeon-Do and Viewing Selections” 

section below.  

Official Funeral Announcement 
• Provide the following information for an official funeral announcement to the Bereavement 

Ministry Coordinator to share with the parish community  
• See Appendix A for an example of an official funeral announcement 

Required Information for Funeral Announcement 
Information Needed Special Notes 
Deceased’s full name & baptismal name  
Date & cause of passing 
 

 

Parish district (구역) See “Contacts” 

Primary contact person of the deceased & 
primary contact’s phone number 

 

Cemetery name (burial) or location of 
columbarium (cremation) 

 

Portrait photo or a family picture with the 
deceased 
 

Including a family photo helps parishioners 
recognize the deceased, though this is 
optional. High-resolution images are preferred 

 
Submit Mass Offerings 
Contact the Parish Office to submit Mass Offerings on behalf of your deceased leading up to the 
Funeral Mass for daily or Sunday Mass(es). You can also continue Mass offerings after the Funeral 
Mass.  Schedule with the Parish Office.  

For notes about honoraria see Appendix D. 
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Submit Biographical Profile of the Deceased 
This information is intended to assist the presiding priest and the memorial leaders in properly 
honoring and celebrating the life of the deceased.  See examples of a biographical profile here.  

Required Biographical Information of the Deceased for Funeral Mass Introduction 
Information Needed Special Notes 
Deceased’s full name & baptismal name  
Date of Birth and Location  
Marital Status & Family e.g., spouse, children, and grandchildren 
Date & cause of passing 
 

to be shared at the family's discretion 

Parish district (구역) See “Contacts” 

Arrival to Dallas and/or S.A.K.  Year and context for moving to the Dallas area 
Employment History Career path and professional achievements 
Contributions to the Church & Community Service, volunteer work, and spiritual involvement 
Notable Personal Characteristics Values, personality, and the legacy they leave 

behind 

Korean Litany Prayer (연도) & Viewing Service 

What is 연도(Yeon-Do)? 
Korean Catholic funerals add cultural traditions such as Yeon-do before Mass. Yeon-do is a 
traditional series of prayers for the dead, most often drawn from the Psalms and accompanied by a 
distinctive Korean chant. This beautiful ritual reflects the deep reverence Korean Catholics hold for 
those who have passed, especially the faithful departed. 

It began during the 18th-century persecutions, when many Korean Catholics were martyred. The 
Yeon-do ceremony is a time of communal prayer, as visitors honor the deceased and support the 
grieving family through shared chanting. 

 

https://familyfaith.dallaskoreancatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Biographical-Information-for-the-Deceased.docx
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연도(Yeon-do) and Viewing Selections 
Once the funeral schedule is confirmed, the family must decide whether and when to hold a Litany 

prayer service (연도 or “yeon-do”). Yeon-Do is optional. If you choose to have Yeon-Do, your Parish 

District (구역) may come to your home or the Parish. The viewing can be held in conjunction with 
the Yeon-Do on the night before the Funeral Mass and/or on the day of the Funeral Mass. The 
viewing can include open or closed casket. The following table shows the options for Yeon-Do and 
Viewing selections.  

연도(Yeon-Do) Options 

Option 1: No 연도 Only have a Funeral Mass 

Option 2: Daily 연도 Begins from the day of death after weekday Masses to the 
day of the Funeral Mass 

Option 3: Short 연도 without 

Viewing  

Held on the Day of the Funeral Mass 

Option 4: 연도 with Viewing (day 

before Funeral Mass) 

연도 concludes with the viewing. Visitors will come forward 

to pay respect to the deceased and the bereaving family. The 
family is lined up by the immediate family members of the 
deceased then their siblings in order with their children 
standing behind them. 

After 연도 completes, the family and the casket will exit the 
sanctuary to prepare for the Holy Mass.  

Option 5: Short 연도 with 

Viewing (on the Day of the 
Funeral Mass) 

Logistics and Preparation for the Funeral Mass 
The following items and roles must be prepared prior to the scheduled Funeral Mass to ensure a 
respectful and organized service.  

Please review the following roles and select a family member(s) or other individuals for the roles 
listed.  The church can also provide volunteers if needed.  

Funeral Mass Preparation Guide 

Memorial Portrait(영정) 
(select a family member) 
 

Prepare in 8” x 11” or 11” x 17” size – framed with black 
ribbon (Appendix C) 
Family member or volunteer will carry the portrait. 
Ask funeral home for a set of white gloves. 

Pallbearers 
(select family members) 
 

Choose six pallbearers (family, relatives, or church 
members). 
Arrive 30 minutes before the Mass for preparation. 

Eulogy & Family Remarks 
(select a family member) 
 

Eulogy: Occurs after Communion 
Family Remarks: A representative may give a brief 
appreciation message and announce any meal reception if 
applicable. 
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Participants for the Rite of the 
Final Blessing of the Deceased  
(select family members) 
 

Select up to six people to participate. 
Ask funeral home for 6 sets of white gloves. 
Due to candle arrangement in advance, only pre-selected 
individuals may participate. 

Additional Litany Prayer Services 

(연도) 
 

Additional 연도(Yeon-Do Litany prayer service) can be held 
after weekday Masses upon request. 
This is also an opportunity for family members who have not 
been active in their Sacramental life to receive the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation (Confession) 

Guestbook & Condolence 
Offerings 
(select a non-family member) 
 

Assign someone to manage the guestbook and collect 
condolence offerings. 

Memorial Mass Offering 
Arrangements 
 

Plan post-funeral Memorial Mass Offerings to be offered for 
the soul of the deceased after the funeral with the parish 
office staff. 

Funeral Mass Offerings Mass honoraria for the presiding priest and those assisting 
with the Mass preparation. 
See Appendix D for suggested honoraria 

Readers, Ushers, Choir Church will provide volunteers for these roles; however, if the 
family prefer specific people to be the reader or ushers, 
please speak with the parish Sister 

Picture slideshow prior to Mass 

or 연도 

Optional: Provide a photo slideshow to play inside the 

sanctuary before Mass or 연도 starts without sound.  
Slideshow must be in a format that can be played 
automatically. 

Funeral Mass Program and/or 
Prayer Cards 

Optional: Funeral Mass Program for guest (see Appendix B) 
Optional: Prayer cards with the deceased information and/or 
photo for guest 
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Funeral Mass 
Family should arrive at church 1 hour prior to scheduled Funeral Mass. 

Format / Flow 
General arrangements for the flow and order of services can be found in this guide . Below are 
further details per role. 

Flow and Order of Services 
Family Seating  

Details with diagrams of service order here Viewing 
Entrance Procession 

• Details for pallbearers here 
• Details for portrait bearer here 

Rite of Final Blessings of the Deceased with 
candles (for details click here) 
  

 

 

 

https://familyfaith.dallaskoreancatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Tasks-to-Complete-on-the-Day-of-the-Funeral-Mass.docx
https://familyfaith.dallaskoreancatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Entrance-and-Farewell.docx
https://familyfaith.dallaskoreancatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Pallbearer-Guidelines.docx
https://familyfaith.dallaskoreancatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Portrait-Carrying-Guideline.docx
https://familyfaith.dallaskoreancatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Farewell-Ceremony-Guidelines.docx
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Appendix A: Examples of Church Funeral Announcements 
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Appendix B: Example of Funeral Mass Program 
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Appendix C: Memorial Portrait 
 

 

 

 


