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Homily

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

In the past, our elders often said some-
thing like this: “Those who are alive will
somehow keep living.” At first it sounds
obvious, but those words contain a deep
meaning. There is a movie that moved
many people titled Ode to My Father
(International Market). The film tells the
story of people evacuating from the port
of Hungnam during the Korean War. The
captain of a cargo ship threw all the car-
go overboard and took more than four
thousand refugees on board to escape to
the South. During that voyage, four ba-
bies were born on the ship. The ship ar-
rived at Geoje Island on Christmas Eve.
After experiencing all of this, the captain
decided that he wanted to become some-
one who saves human souls, and he en-
tered a monastery. He later passed away
peacefully in a monastery in New Jersey.
One of the people who survived the evac-
uation at Hungnam was Moon Jae-in,
who later became the president of South
Korea. Years later he visited the monas-
tery, expressed his gratitude, and planted
a tree there. The film tells the story of
people who survived. It tells the story of
those who lived through poverty and suf-
fering in modern Korean history. Yes,
those who are alive somehow continue to
live.

Recently | heard the news about Father
Matthew Kwang-hee Choi of the Archdio-
cese of Seoul, who had been appointed as
a bishop. Pope Leo XIV appointed Father
Choi as bishop. However, before his epis-
copal ordination, he developed serious
health problems. For one year the Church
prayed for his health and waited with
hope, but his condition did not improve.
Eventually he asked the Church to accept
his resignation from the episcopal ap-
pointment. The authority to accept such a
resignation belongs to the Pope, and the
Holy Father accepted it. Archbishop Peter

Soon-taick Chung of Seoul informed the
faithful through a pastoral letter that the
resignation had been accepted. He asked
everyone to pray for Father Matthew Choi,
who now returns to his ministry as a
priest rather than a bishop elect. | too
pray for Father Matthew Choi. May he
regain his health and joyfully proclaim the
Gospel again in the field of pastoral min-
istry.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says, “Take away
the stone Lazarus, come out!” Perhaps we
also have stones in our lives. There may
be the stone of pride, the stone of saving
face, the stone of greed, the stone of re-
sentment, the stone of jealousy. These
stones may be pressing down on us.
When we look around, the lives of many
of our parishioners are like this. Some
began their immigrant life with tears.
Some passed through life-and-death mo-
ments in hospitals. Some rose again after
business failures or the loss of family
members. We have crossed the waves of
birth, aging, illness, and death to arrive
where we are today. Each time it felt like
the end but it was not the end. Another
day was given. Another path opened.
Those who are alive somehow keep living.

I also had such a time in my life. Thirty
years ago, a bishop called me and asked
me to go abroad for studies and ministry.
I happily prepared. There were farewell
gatherings and plans for departure. But
one month later, everything was canceled.
At that time | felt embarrassed. My pride
was hurt. It felt as if | were standing in
front of a tomb. | wondered, “Why did
this happen?” My heart was heavy. But
looking back now, that experience became
medicine for me. It humbled my pride and
tempered my impatience. Perhaps God
was protecting me because | was not yet
ready. Later, God sent me to the United
States by another path. Now more than
eight years have passed. If that earlier
plan had not been canceled, perhaps |
would not have received the grace | expe-
rience today. What once felt like a wound
has now become gratitude. Through that

experience | learned something: Those
who are alive will somehow continue to
live. And those who are held by God will
ultimately be led to the best path.

Today is the Fifth Sunday of Lent. Why
did Jesus come into this world? Today'’s
Gospel gives us the answer: eternal life.
When Jesus says, “Lazarus, come out!”
what does eternal life mean? It is not
simply endless time. It is not merely a
life that never dies. Eternal life means
coming out of the cave of falsehood and
desire. It means stepping out of the cave
of anxiety and worry. It means leaving
the prison of jealousy and envy. The ris-
en Jesus walked with the disciples on the
road to Emmaus. When they stayed with
Him, they came out of their anxiety and
sorrow. Their hearts burned again, and
they rediscovered the joy of being alive.
The risen Jesus also appeared to the dis-
ciples hiding in the upper room. He gave
them peace. They came out of that upper
room, that cave of fear, and courageous-
ly proclaimed the Gospel. To step back
into the world with new life that is eter-
nal life. When we love, we begin to un-
derstand. When we understand, we begin
to see. And what we see then is different
from what we saw before.

Eternal life is a new dimension of mean-
ing and existence. As we reflect on the
truth that those who are alive will some-
how keep living, may we live with joy
and faith in the Lord.
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2026 Pastoral Goal

1. We remember the past 50 years with

gratitude and joy in the grace of Christ.

2. We become a community that builds

one another up through the Holy Spirit.

3. Filled with God’s love, we prepare to

expand the fellowship room and build
a new priest’s residence.

4. With the Parish 50th Anniversary
Preparation Committee, we reevaluate
our history, spirituality, and culture.

5. We pass on the legacy of faith to
our next generation through a life of
gratitude, fellowship, and sharing.

* Lenten Catechesis 6

Veling of Crosses and Sacred Images

(from the 5th Sunday of Lent)

When something familiar is suddenly removed, its
absence becomes more deeply felt. Through the
velding of crosses and sacred images, the Church
invites us to enter more deeply nto the Lord’ s
Passion and death. At the same time, as we
naturally long for what is hidden to be revealed,
we are led to await the revelation of the Lord’ s
Resurrection and glory. This is the meaning of the
veiing.

@ Lenten Bible Transcription - Proverbs
Deadline: 4/5 (Submit to the office)

@ Stations of the Cross during Lent (after Mass)

Date Area
3/26 (Fri) Coppell, Duncanville, Garland
. Good Friday (3pm)
4/3 (Fri) Pastoral Council, All parishioners

@ Diocesan Chrism Mass
When: 3/31 (Tue), 5:00 pm
Location: Cathedral Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe
All parishioners are encouraged to attend.
Please note that there will be no 7:30 pm
Mass at our parish on this day.

@ Holy Week Triduum & Easter Mass Schedule

4/2 (Thu) | Holy Thursday

8 pm Mass of the Lord's Supper
9 pm Beginning of Adoration

4/3 (Fri) | Good Friday

3 pm Stations of the Cross

8 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
* Second Collection for the Holy Land
* No 10:00 am Mass.

4/4 (Sat) | The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night

8 pm | Easter Vigil Mass & Baptism

4/5 (Sun) | Easter Sunday

11 am

Easter Sunday Mass
3 pm

* There will be a special collection at all Masses.

@ Holy Thursday(4/2)- Adoration Schedule

9-10 pm Choir, Young Adult Group
10- 11 pm | Allen, McKinney
11-12pm | W.Plano, E Plano
12-1am E. Frisco, W. Frisco
1-2am Irving

2-3am N. Coppell

3-4am Valley Ranch

4-5am Coppell

5-6am Carroliton

6-7am Duncanville

7-8am Richardson

8-9am Garland, All parishioners

@ Confirmation Class Registration (Adults)
Confirmation Mass: 5/24 (Sun)
Classes: 4 weeks starting 4/26 (Sun),
after the 10:00 am Mass (Korean)

@ 2027 WYD Seoul Pilgrimage Fundraising Lecture

In preparation for the 2027 World Youth Day in
Seoul, we are offering a special theology lecture
series in April.
- Theology Lectures with Fr, Yoon (Korean)
1.4/15 (Wed), 7:00 - 9:00 pm

“The Lamb Has Saved the Sheep” (Joseph Ratzinger)
2.4/24 (Fri), 7:00 - 9:00 pm

“The Word of God in Silence” (Adrienne von Speyr)
Fee: $20 + free-will offering
Registration: Parish Office
Registration Period: 3/21 - each lecture date

(location to be announced)

Contact: Hyunju Lee(Clara) MsClaireSAK@gmail.com|

Vocation Support Group Seminar &
Spontaneous Prayer Chain
To foster vocations to the priesthood and religious life|
from our parish, the Vocation Support Group is
organizing a seminar and Spontaneous Prayer
Chain . We invite your interest and participation.
- Seminar

When: 4/26 (Sun) 1:15 pm

Location: C117
- Spontaneous Prayer Chain

Location: Adoration Chapel

How to Participate: Sign up on the sheet available

at the entrance of the chapel

2nd Parish Contemporary Catholic Music Festival
When: 5/3 (Sun) 4:30 pm
Eligibility: Open to all
(first 10 teams; one free-choice song)
Notes: Each team must prepare their own audio
track; all instruments and styles are welcome
Contact: +Fellowship Committee

Band “Crux’ - Recruiting Members
We are looking for musicians who would like to serve|
the Lord through band Crux.
Positions: Vocal, Elec Guitar, Elec Bass Guitar,
Keyboard, Drum
Schedule: Twice a month on Sunday afternoon

Valley practice, 2-3 parish events a year and
Until 3/19 Rosary | 33,455 |Lunch Serve Registration: By 4/26 (Sun) at the office once a month service at Mass
Ranch Contact: Dongho Yoo (Francis) 201-687-0216
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