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[Responsorial Psalm]

Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
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Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday)
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

There is a word we often use: landmark.
When we think of Paris, we think of the
Eiffel Tower. When we think of Beijing, we
think of the Great Wall. When we think of
New York, we think of the Statue of Lib-
erty. If | were asked to name the land-
mark of Dallas, Texas, | would like to say
St. Andrew Kim Catholic Church. Just as
each country has its landmark, many
great museums have a masterpiece that
represents them. The Louvre in Paris is
known for the Mona Lisa. The Hermitage
Museum in St. Petersburg is known for
The Return of the Prodigal Son. The Mu-
seum of Modern Art in New York is
known for Vincent van Gogh's The Starry
Night. Today, | would like to reflect on
the message of this Fourth Sunday of

Lent through these works of art.

Vincent van Gogh's father was a pastor.
Van Gogh himself wished to follow in his
father’s footsteps and become a minister.
However, he failed several times to enter
seminary. Yet his zeal for faith did not
fade. As a lay missionary, he volunteered
to serve in a harsh coal-mining region.
Van Gogh gave his comfortable parson-
age to the poor and lived instead in the
humble quarters where injured miners
stayed. He saved his wages to buy bread
for hungry children and went down into
the deep mines to pray with the workers.
People said, “Jesus has come to the coal
mines.” But not long after, the church that
had sent him made an unexpected deci-
sion. He was dismissed. They claimed that
his ragged clothes, dirty face, and his life
among the sick and poor had damaged
the “dignity” of a preacher. As he left the
coal-mining village, Van Gogh said, “If

Jesus exists only inside beautiful church

buildings, then | will not believe in such a
Jesus.” From that moment on, he decided
to proclaim his faith through painting.

In Van Gogh'’s paintings, we sense the
gaze of God. In The Potato Eaters, the
peasants appear poor and rough, yet they
have earned their daily bread through
honest labor. Their table may not look like
an altar, but God is not present only in
the cleanest places; He is present where
there is sincerity and truth. In Still Life
with Bible (often known as The Bible and
Emile Zola), the open Bible reveals Isaiah
53—the song of the Suffering Servant:
“He was despised and rejected by men, a
man of sorrows, acquainted with grief.”
Van Gogh does not close the Scriptures,
nor does he turn away from human suf-
fering. He places the Word and human
pain side by side, confessing that the
Word must descend into wounded reality.
In The Sower, the sun is painted larger
than the farmer. Sowing is the work of
human hands, but the growth belongs to
God.

And when we look at The Starry Night,
the sky swirls with radiant stars, yet the
church in the village below is dark. Van
Gogh intentionally leaves the church
building unlit. It is his confession that
God’s light does not remain confined
within church walls; rather, it shines even
more brightly in the restless and troubled
night sky. In the song that tells the story
of his life, there is a line: “They would not
listen; they did not know.” Many summa-
rize his life with these words: “This world
was never meant for one as beautiful as
you.” It was not that Van Gogh was too
weak; perhaps the world was not ready to
bear his light.

Today’s readings for the Fourth Sunday of
Lent proclaim clearly: “People look at ap-
pearances, but the Lord looks at the

heart.” David was the smallest among his

brothers, yet God saw his heart. The man
born blind was not a sinner; he was cho-
sen so that God’s works might be re-
vealed in him. Jesus says, “| came so that
those who do not see may see, and
those who think they see may become
blind.” During this Lenten season, we
must ask ourselves: Am | seeing with the
standards of the world, or with the eyes
of the Gospel? This question also chal-
lenges me personally. | may be accus-
tomed to preserving order and dignity
within the Church but am | truly seeing
the hearts and suffering that God sees

first? In trying to meet people’s expecta-

2026 Pastoral Goal

1. We remember the past 50 years with
gratitude and joy in the grace of Christ.

2. We become a community that builds
one another up through the Holy Spirit.

3. Filled with God’s love, we prepare to
expand the fellowship room and build

a new priest’s residence.

4. With the Parish 50th Anniversary
Preparation Committee, we reevaluate
our history, spirituality, and culture.

5. We pass on the legacy of faith to
our next generation through a life of
gratitude, fellowship, and sharing.

* Lenten Catechesis 5

@ Diocesan Chrism Mass
When: 3/31 (Tue), 5:00 pm
Location: Cathedral Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe
Al parishioners are encouraged to attend.
Please note that there will be no 7:30 pm
Mass at our parish on this day.

@ Stella Maris Curia Acies Ceremony
When: 3/22 (Sun), 1:10 pm
Location: Sanctuary
Participants: Active Members and Auxiliary
Members

@ Holy Week Triduum & Easter Mass Schedule

@ 2026 Diocese of Dallas Multicultural Cel-
ebration
When: 5/16(Sat) 4:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Location: St. Ann Catholic Parish
We are recruiting performance teams to
showcase Korean culture. Please apply by
the end of March.
Two teams will be selected. If more than
two teams apply, two teams will be cho-
sen through a fair evaluation around
April 15,
Contact: Gabriella Kim 443-257-0481

@ Holy Thursday(4/2)- Adoration Schedule

. : Major Liturgical Dates
tions, have | lost the courage to see with  Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday): 3/15 9-10pm | Choir, Young Adutt Group
the eyes of the Gospel? Is there, perhaps, — Flowers and instrumental music are permitted, 4/2 (Thu) | Holy Thursday
el . and the priest may wear rose-colored vestments. 10 - 11 pm | Allen, McKinney
within me the same gaze that once dis- - Solemrity of St. Joseph: 3/19 8pm Mass of the Lord's Supper
- Solemnity of the Annundation of the Lord: 3/25 9pm | Beginning of Adoration
(Not a Holy Day of Obligation) 12-1am E. Frisco, W. Frisco
. . 4/3 (Fri) | Good Friday
On this Laetare Sunday, even in the @ Second Collection . 1- 2am | Ining
midst of Lenten penance, we are invited On 3/14(Sat), 3/15 (Sun), there will be a 3pm | Stations of the Cross o N, Coppel
to rejoice. Even when it feels as though diocesan second collection for Catholic Relief 8pm | Celebration of the Lord's Passion .
the church building stands in darkness, Services. - 3-4am Valley Ranch
*Second Collection for the Holy Land
God has already lit the stars in the night ) o 4-5am Coppell
sky. Today, the Lord invites us to rejoice { Lenter\ Bible TranscnPtlon - Prov.erbs *No 10:00 am Mass. c ¢ ool
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Lord, grant that we may see not with @ Stations of the Cross during Lent (after Mass) 8pm | Easter Vigil Mass & Baptism .
the eyes of the world, but with Your eyes. 7-8am Richardson
Date Area 4/5 (Sun) | Easter Sunday —
Help us to trust that You have already 3720 Fr) N C L Carrollt 8-9am Garland, All parishioners
Ti oppell, Carrollton
kindled light in the darkness. Lead us to R c n T)p o Garard 11am | Easter Sunday Mass
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