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Homily

Third Sunday of Lent

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

There are seven last words that Jesus
spoke from the Cross. We call them the
Seven Last Words. Today | would like to
reflect with you on one of them: “I thirst.”
What was Jesus thirsty for? He was walk-
ing the road to Calvary. He fell three
times. He was nailed to the Cross. Surely
He was physically thirsty. It would have
been natural for Him to say, “I thirst,”
because His body needed water. Yet | be-
lieve there was something deeper in
those words. Jesus once said, “The truth
will set you free.” What Jesus truly thirst-
ed for was truth. He thirsted because
people were living in lies and hypocrisy.
He thirsted because people were con-
sumed by desires for success and ad-
vancement. He thirsted because people
were trapped in anger and resentment.
Pilate asked Him, "What is truth?” Truth is
believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God. Truth is accepting the Kingdom of
God that He proclaimed. Truth is believ-
ing that through Jesus Christ we receive
eternal life.

It is now 2026. Even political leaders
speak and act out of a kind of thirst. Na-
tions pursue power, resources, and securi-
ty. Arrests are justified by law, yet be-
neath them can lie economic ambition.
Immigration enforcement seeks measura-
ble results, yet in the process violence
and injustice can occur. Precious lives can
be lost because institutions are thirsty for
performance and control. Former leaders
have reminded the nation that America is
a land shaped by immigrants. There are
also geopolitical ambitions justified in the
name of national security, yet underneath
them can be a desire for natural resources
and strategic dominance. This thirst for
power and possession is like drinking salt
water. The more one drinks, the more
intense the thirst becomes.

On this Third Sunday of Lent, we must
ask ourselves: What are we thirsty for?
Are we, like Jesus, thirsty for truth? Or are
we thirsty for wealth, recognition, and

control? A wise teacher does not merely
give fish to hungry students. A wise
teacher gives them a net. With a net, they
can continue to fish even when the teach-
er is gone. What net did Jesus give us?
The first net is the Church. Jesus said,
“You are Peter, and upon this rock | will
build my Church, and the gates of the
netherworld shall not prevail against it. |
will give you the keys to the Kingdom of
heaven.” The Church gives comfort and
courage to the weary. The Church shows
the path of Christ to those who wander.
The Church guides those who are uncer-
tain toward true happiness. True happi-
ness is found in showing mercy, in work-
ing for peace, and in doing what is right
before God.

The second net is the Sacraments. The
Sacraments are visible signs of God’s in-
visible grace. Through Baptism we be-
come children of God. Through Confes-
sion we are reconciled with Him. Through
the Anointing of the Sick we receive com-
fort and strength. Through Matrimony
families are blessed. Through Confirma-
tion our faith is strengthened. Through
Holy Orders servants are chosen to pro-
claim and preserve the faith. Through the
Eucharist we receive Jesus Himself. Our
Lord said, “Take this, all of you, and eat of
it, for this is my Body, which will be given
up for you. Take this, all of you, and drink
from it, for this is the chalice of my Blood,
the Blood of the new and eternal cove-
nant, poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
memory of me.” Those who receive the
Sacraments within the Church founded by
Christ drink the living water that never
runs dry. Those who drink this living wa-
ter learn to live in gratitude.

There are three levels of gratitude. The
first is conditional gratitude”if” gratitude.
If my child enters a good university, | will
give thanks. If | receive a financial bless-
ing, | will give thanks. The second is grati-
tude “because.” | give thanks because
things went well. Because my health re-
port was good. Because | was promoted.
Even in our spiritual life we often remain
at this level. The third is gratitude “in
spite of.” Giving thanks even when things
do not go as planned. Giving thanks that

something worse did not happen. Job
lived this kind of gratitude. Even when
he did not understand his suffering, he
blessed the Lord. If he thanked God for
good things, he also thanked God in
hardship.

The Lord tells us, “My food is to do the
will of the One who sent me and to ac-
complish His work.” This is the nourish-
ment He desired. May this Lent be a sea-
son in which we thirst not for power or
possession, but for truth. May we drink
deeply from the living water of Christ.
And may our lives be filled with grati-
tude that does not depend on circum-
stances, but rests firmly in God’s faithful
love.
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2026 Pastoral Goal

1. We remember the past 50 years with
gratitude and joy in the grace of Christ.

2. We become a community that builds
one another up through the Holy Spirit.

3. Filled with God’s love, we prepare to
expand the fellowship room and build

a new priest’s residence.

4. With the Parish 50th Anniversary
Preparation Committee, we reevaluate
our history, spirituality, and culture.

5. We pass on the legacy of faith to
our next generation through a life of
gratitude, fellowship, and sharing.

* Lenten Catechesis 4

- Holy Water

Holy water wil remain in the fonts unti the Holy
Thursday evening Mass.

The fonits will be emptied only on Good Friday and
Holy Saturday.

Please do not place any other materials (such as
sand, ashes, etc.) in the holy water fonts.

@ All confessions made during Lent will be
recognized as the Easter duty confession.
Please place your confession card in the bas-
ket in the confessional.

@ Spedial Lenten Lecture (Korean)
Lecturer Fr. Stefano Kyung-nam Shin
(Spiritual Director, Queen of Peace Apostolate)
Schedule : 3/10(Tue), 3/12(Thu)
5:00 pm Easter Duty Confession
6:45 pm The Rosary, 7:30 pm Mass
9:00 pm Holy Hour and Blessing

@ Lenten Bible Transcription - Proverbs
Deadline: 4/5 (Submit to the office)

@ Stations of the Cross during Lent (after Mass)

Rescheduled: From 3/12 (Thu) to 3/13 (Fri) due to
the Lenten Special Lecture.

Date Area
3/13 (Fri) Allen/ McKinney, E Plano
3/20 (Fri) N Coppell, Carrollton
3/26 (Fri) Coppell, Duncanville, Garland
Good Friday (3pm)
4/3 (Fri Pastoral Coundil, All parishioners

@ 2026 Youth Group Spring Retreat
Theme: “Holy Spirit, Lead Me”
When: 3/20 (Fri) - 3/22 (Sun)
Where: Camp Copass (Denton,TX)
Who: Youth Group (9th-12th), Fee: $180
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/26SPRINGYG
Register by: 3/8 (Sun), Contact: Sijoon Jang

@ Stella Maris Curia Acies Ceremony
When: 3/22 (Sun), 1:10 pm
Location: Sanctuary
Participants: Active Members and Auxiliary
Members

@ 2026 Diocese of Dallas Multicultural
Celebration
When: 5/16(Sat) 4:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Location: St. Ann Catholic Parish
We are recruiting performance teams
to showcase Korean culture. Please
apply by the end of March.
Two teams will be selected. If more
than two teams apply, two teams will
be chosen through a fair evaluation
around April 15.
Contact: Jeongja Kim 443-257-0481

@ Hanulrim Traditional Korean Percussion
(Nongak) Team Recruitment
Practice Time: Every Tuesday after 1:00 pm
For Inquiries: Teresa Jung, 214-476-8890

@ Altar Flower Ministry Volunteer Recruitment
Volunteers are needed to help with floral
arrangements for the altar and liturgical
celebrations.

Contact: Veronica Choi 817-919-3050

@ Bible Relay Reading
Location: Parish Library
Everyone is invited to take part at their con-
venience,
Please refer to the instructions provided in
the library for details.

Until 2/28
Rosary prayer 21,610
count
Curia
Lunch Serve .
(Legion of Mary)
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Sunday Offertory $16,903.39
Monthly Pledge $43,780.00
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of
__ |God Special Collection $4,981.00
§ Raffle Ticket Sales $1,681.00
® |Daily Massal Book & Donations $567.00
Sunday School Registration Fees $353.00
Other Income $203.93
Total Income| $68,469.32
Salaries $15,532.94
Insurance & Pension $7,243.33
Maintenance & Repairs $378.29
Compulsory payment of the Diocese| $5,914.56
m |Professional Services $545.03
',': Building and Casualty Insurance| $2,692.73
5 Operating expenses by division of council| $8,566.07
” Office & management consumables $9,496.46
Vehicle Maintenance $807.60
Utilities & HOA $6,172.93
Bank Fees $56.00
Total Expenses| $57,405.94
Net Income for January 2026 $11,063.38
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-to-Date Balance | $31,977.00
Total Building Fund Collection (January)| $2,065.01
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