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Homily

First Sunday of Lent

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

In the history of humanity, there are four great
inventions that have dramatically reduced hu-
man suffering. Until just over a hundred years
ago, pneumonia, infected wounds, and puer-
peral fever often meant certain death. Giving
birth or undergoing surgery itself was a life-
In 1928, when Alexander

Fleming discovered penicillin, humanity was no

risking decision.

longer completely helpless before bacteria for
the first time. Antibiotics were not merely a
medical breakthrough; they marked a moment
when humanity became capable of fulfilling its
responsibility to protect the life God has given
us to the very end. | myself stood at the cross-
roads of life and death in 1991 due to hemor-
rhagic fever, and | recovered thanks to antibi-
otics. In the eighteenth century, Edward Jenner
developed the smallpox vaccine, and humanity
succeeded, for the first time in history, in com-
pletely eradicating a disease. This offers us an
important message of faith: God’s will is not
found only in enduring suffering patiently, but
also in the loving care that prevents suffering
before it occurs. We were able to overcome
COVID as well because vaccines were devel-

oped.

Before anesthesia existed, surgery was less a
treatment and more like a form of punishment.
People feared pain more than illness itself. In
the mid-nineteenth century, with the introduc-
tion of anesthesia, medicine made a clear dec-
laration: “Healing does not require suffering.”
Anesthesia silently proclaims this truth God
does not glorify human pain. Suffering is not a
condition for salvation, but a burden that
should be reduced whenever possible. In 2012,
I myself suffered a severe leg fracture. Through
spinal anesthesia, | underwent surgery without
great pain, and today | walk well. In 1895, Wil-
helm Conrad Rontgen enabled humanity to see
inside the human body for the first time
through X-rays. Later, CT scans and MRIs re-
vealed illnesses that had once remained hidden
and transformed silent, advancing death into
time that could be lived. This, too, resonates

deeply with our faith, for God sees not out-

ward appearances but what lies unseen at the
center. Antibiotics taught us not to give up on
life; vaccines taught us to protect the commu-
nity; anesthesia taught us compassion that
seeks to reduce pain; and medical imaging
awakened our responsibility to examine what

cannot be seen.

Scripture summarizes human history in one
clear line: through Adam’s disobedience, death
entered the world, and through Jesus Christ’s
obedience, eternal life came. Adam’s sin was
not simply the act of eating forbidden fruit. It
was a choice to trust his own judgment more
than God’s word, and as a result, humanity
severed itself from the source of life. From that
moment on, illness, suffering, and death took
their place in human history. Yet God did not
leave humanity trapped in a history of death.
He sent One who walked a path completely
opposite to Adam’s disobedience—Jesus Christ.
Saint Paul declares, “For just as through the
disobedience of one person many were made
sinners, so through the obedience of one per-
son many will be made righteous.” Jesus’ obe-
dience was not comfortable or easy. The Gospel
tells us that before beginning his public minis-
try, Jesus fasted for forty days and was tempt-
ed. There were three temptations: the tempta-
tion of bread, the temptation of power, and the
temptation to rely on something other than
God. “Turn these stones into bread” the temp-
tation to choose material security over trust in
God. “I will give you all these kingdoms and
their glory” the temptation of glory without
the cross, authority without responsibility. “If
you bow down and worship me, | will give you
everything” the temptation to use God or to
worship something other than God to achieve
one’s goals more easily. Jesus did not defeat
these temptations with miracles or force, but
solely with the Word of God. By holding fast to
the Word in obedience, He showed that this is
the path that opens life beyond death.

The forms of temptation change with the times,
but their essence remains the same. Today's
temptations are quieter and more ordinary and
therefore more dangerous. Many people say, “I
feel inferior to others.” This may sound like
humility, but it can become a temptation of self
denial that rejects the dignity God has already
given us. When comparison with others out-

weighs the truth that God created me as | am,

we have already entered into temptation. An-
other common phrase is, “Everyone does it.”
Faced with small lies, small shortcuts, and
small compromises, we justify ourselves this
way. Yet sin is never decided by majority vote.
What many people do does not automatically
become right. This temptation dulls our con-
science and turns sin into something ordinary.
And perhaps the most common phrase of all
is, “I'll do it later.” This is the temptation of
procrastination that delays prayer, confession,
reconciliation, and decisive action. It may not
knock us down all at once, but in the end it
leaves us doing nothing at all. As repentance
is postponed, the heart gradually hardens.
These temptations do not shake us violently;
instead, they slowly and quietly draw us away

from God. That is why they are so dangerous.

Adam let go of God’s word in the face of
temptation, and death entered the world.
Jesus, however, held firmly to God’s word in
the face of temptation, and eternal life was
opened. We, too, stand before temptation
every day. At those moments, what we choose
to hold onto determines our path. If we let go
of the Word, we move toward death; if we
cling to the Word, we walk the path of life.
“Just as through one transgression all were
condemned, so through one righteous act all

are justified and receive life.”
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2026 Pastoral Goal

1. We remember the past 50 years with

gratitude and joy in the grace of Christ.

2. We become a community that builds

one another up through the Holy Spirit.

3. Filled with God’s love, we prepare to

expand the fellowship room and build
a new priest’s residence.

4. With the Parish 50th Anniversary
Preparation Committee, we reevaluate
our history, spirituality, and culture.

5. We pass on the legacy of faith to
our next generation through a life of
gratitude, fellowship, and sharing.

* Lenten Catechesis 2

Lent begins on February 18 (Ash Wednesday) and
ends on the moming of April 2 (Holy Thursday).
It is a season of grace to prepare for the Lord’ s
Paschal Mystery through prayer, fasting, and alms-
giving.

- Horal Decorations and Music

During Lent, there are no floral decorations on the altar.
The use of musical instruments is limited to supporting
the singng.

- Liturgical Vestments
Liturgical color for Lent: Purple

@ Second Collection
On 2/21(Sat) and 2/22 (Sun), there will
be a diocesan second collection for the
Black and Indian Missions.

@ Please pick up your Lenten Rice Bowl
donation box.

@ Lenten Bible Transcription - Proverbs
Deadline: Please submit to the parish
office by Sunday, April 5.

@ Stations of the Cross during Lent (after Mass)

Date Area
2/26 (Thurs) E Frisco, Richardson
3/6 (Fri) W Frisco, W Plano
3/13 (Fri) Allen/ McKinney, E Plano
3/20 (Fri) N Coppell, Carrollton
3/26 (Fri) Coppell, Duncanville, Garland
4/3 (Fri) Paﬂog?g:uizszl(s’a%?\zones

@ Special Lenten Lecture (Korean)
Lecturer: Fr. Stefano Kyung-nam Shin
(Spiritual Director, Queen of Peace Apostolate)
Schedule : 3/10(Tue), 3/12(Thurs)
5:00 pm Easter Duty Confession
6:45 pm The Rosary, 7:30 pm Mass
9:00 pm Holy Hour and Blessing

@ Bible Study (Korean)
Topic : The Letter of James
When : 3/4(Wed), after 10:00 am Mass(C117)
Instructor : Sister Susanna Chang
Register : Parish office

@ Raphael Ministry for Persons with Disabilities
First Regular Meeting
Who: Persons with disabilities

(Grade 9 - Age 39) and their families

When: 3/1(Sun) 11:20 am
Location: Room C108
Purpose: Fellowship, presentation of ministry
activities, and discussion

@ Recruiting 12:00 PM Mass Cantor /
Youth Chamber Orchestra
Eligibility: 8th grade and above
Audition Registration/Inquiries: Jiyun Yoo
972-672-0273

@ Class of Liturgical Music
Open to all parishioners who would like to
learn Sunday hymns, liturgical music, and
music fundamentals
Time: Fridays after the 10:00 AM Mass
(12 sessions, beginning February 27)

Tuition: $60 per month (4 dlasses per month, pro-
ceeds go toward the parish 50th anniversary fund)

Registration: office

@ Sunday School Lock-In Event

When: 3/6 (Fri) 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Location: Cafeteria Register
Who: K to 8th Grade Ef5E
Fee: $10 %
Registration Deadline: By 2/28 [=]

-A variety of games, activities for the children
-K-food dinner(bunsik) will be provided

@ 2026 Youth Group Spring Retreat
Theme: “Holy Spirit, Lead Me”
When: 3/20 (Fri) - 3/22 (Sun)
Where: Camp Copass (Denton,TX)
Who: Youth Group (9th-12th), Fee: $180
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/26SPRINGYG
Register by: 3/8 (Sun), Contact: Sijoon Jang

Register

@ World Youth Day Seoul 2027 Pilgrimage
Our Parish is preparing for a pilgrimage to
WYD 2027 in Seoul.

Open to participants incoming high school
juniors and older, this journey offers a mean-
ingful opportunity for prayer, community, and
encounter with the global church.

Contact: Claire Lee (MsClaireSAK@gmail.com)

@ The Vocations Support Group will be host-
ing a fundraising lunch to help prepare for
the Vocations Seminar. We kindly ask for
your generous interest and support.
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