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Homily

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ.

There are some sayings we may have
heard before “Even if the sky falls, there
is a way out.” “Even if you are caught by
a tiger, keep your wits about you and you
will survive.” “And even if the world were
to end tomorrow, | would still plant an
apple tree today.” Just as leaves are shak-
en when the wind blows, we too are in-
fluenced by external circumstances and
changing situations. But as long as the
leaves remain firmly attached to the
branch, they do not fall easily. In the
same way, when we keep our minds clear
and stay calm, a path will always reveal

itself.

A young couple traveled to Paris, France,
at the end of the year. They attended
Christmas Eve Mass at Notre Dame Ca-
thedral and enjoyed their time, even do-
ing some shopping at department stores.
However, while organizing their return
flight, they realized they had left behind
their permanent resident card. When they
contacted the embassy, they were told
that since they were not U.S. citizens,
they would need to apply online. This
meant staying an additional week or

more, disrupting their schedule. The hus-

band began thinking of possible solutions.

One idea was for the wife to go to Korea
while the husband returned to the United
States, retrieved the permanent resident
card, and brought it to her in Korea. This
would allow them to return on time, but

it would be expensive.

Another option was to apply online for

replacement documents, which would
cost little but require staying in Paris for

more than a week. Then a better solution

came to mind. They asked a friend in the
United States to send the permanent resi-
dent card from their home via FedEx. This
option was inexpensive and allowed them
to return as scheduled. Although they
were initially shocked, once they found a
solution, the couple was able to enjoy the
rest of their time in Paris and return home
safely with the card that arrived by courier.
What mattered most was their trust in
one another and their ability to stay calm

and look for a solution rather than panic.

I had a similar experience myself about
fifteen years ago. | was traveling in Spain
with a fellow priest from my seminary
class. We rented a car in Madrid and
planned to return it at the Barcelona air-
port before flying back to Korea. | as-
sumed our flight was international and
went to the international terminal. My
friend followed me. However, since we
had a layover in Madrid, we actually need-
ed to go to the domestic terminal. We
waited for quite some time before being
told that we were in the wrong place. By
the time we rushed to the domestic termi-
nal, it was already too late. Missing the
flight back to Korea would have affected
my Sunday Mass schedule. Fortunately,
although it cost more, we were able to
purchase new tickets and return safely.
What mattered most was the trust and
patience of my fellow priest, who waited
for me without complaint and even
shared the additional cost. Situations can
always change. But when we keep our

minds clear, there is always a way forward.

Today's readings show us the path that
leads to the Kingdom of God. If we live
according to this path, no matter what
winds blow or what hardships come our
way, we can begin the Kingdom of God
here on earth and receive eternal life even
beyond death. Today, the prophet Isaiah
tells us “Share your bread with the hungry,

and take the poor and homeless into your

home. When you see the naked, clothe
them, and do not turn away from your
own flesh and blood. Then your light
shall break forth like the dawn, and your
wound shall quickly be healed. Your
righteousness shall go before you, and
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear
guard. If you give your bread to the hun-
gry and satisfy the afflicted, then your
light shall rise in the darkness, and your
gloom shall become like midday.” Yes,
this is the way of the Good Samaritan.
Just as God is merciful, we too are called

to become merciful people.

Saint Paul reminds us today that this
path is not difficult. It does not depend
on talent or ability, nor on family ties or
social connections. He says, “My speech
and my proclamation were not with per-
suasive words of wisdom, but with a
demonstration of spirit and power.” Our
faith does not come from human wisdom
but from the great grace of God. Finally,
Jesus tells us today: “Let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Fa-

ther in heaven.” May our words and ac-

tions become light and salt for the world.
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L Elisabeth Hwang 631-601-7984
Participation: Teams of 4 people 972-672-0273
- Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place, and o
participation prizes will be awarded. @® World Youth Day Seoul 2027 Pilgrimage Until 1/31 Rosary | 12,810 | Lunch Serve | W Frisco
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