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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ.

It has been about ten years since our parish
church was built. Overall, there have been
no major issues, but recently a problem has
arisen at the outdoor children’s playground.
The wood chips that were laid down for the
safety of the children have been washed
away by rain, and over time they have be-
gun to decay. The pastoral council discussed
two possible options. One was to lay down
new wood chips as before, and the other
was to level the ground properly and install
artificial turf. Some felt that artificial turf
would look better, and others suggested
that it would be good to proceed quickly
since the children are currently on break
from school.

Last year, we also carried out a storage
room renovation. At that time, many of our
brothers volunteered their skills, and the
result was a beautiful and solid new storage
room. This time as well, we believe the play-
ground will become a safer place for our
children. We decided to work every Saturday,
and the women’s group kindly volunteered
to prepare lunch. Hiring contractors would
have been costly, so we chose instead to
rely on the strength and generosity of our
parish community. During the preparation,
someone reminded us that we needed per-
mission from the city first, and so we fol-
lowed the proper procedures. | feel truly
blessed to have brothers who love this par-
ish and sisters who joyfully prepare meals
with generous hearts.

As we began planning this project, | was
reminded of the storage room renovation
that took place two years ago. That project
started in February and was completed in
June. If we had hired contractors, it might
have been finished in just one month. But
instead, our brothers donated their talents,
and our sisters prepared meals. Over the
course of four months, | witnessed the pas-
sion and dedication of our parishioners. |
also came to realize that in the United
States, where labor costs are high, many
tasks must often be done by our own hands.

The brothers who worked on that project

are now actively serving on our pastoral
council. They installed new drainage in the
parking lot where water used to collect after
rain. They removed dead trees and planted
new ones. They replaced more than eighty
air conditioning filters. They renovated the
basketball court floor. They served as safety
volunteers during our parish walkathon.
They helped clean up after Parish Day. At
the Dallas-area interchurch soccer tourna-
ment, they prepared delicious Korean soup
for everyone while other teams ate instant
noodles, we shared a warm, hearty meal
together. | am truly happy to serve a parish
blessed with parishioners who willingly dedi-
cate themselves to the good of the commu-
nity.

Happiness, we are told, cannot be achieved
simply by filling ourselves with more and
more things. Our desires are like drinking
seawater the more we drink, the thirstier we
become. True happiness comes from know-
ing the purpose of our existence. A person is
happy when living as a true human being.
And human beings are created in the image
of God. Therefore, we find true happiness
only when we live according to God’s will. In
the Gospel of Luke, chapter 19, we hear the
story of Jesus meeting Zacchaeus on the
road to Jericho. Zacchaeus had accumulated
great wealth, yet he felt empty inside and
longed for a meaningful life. People des-
pised him and pointed fingers at him, calling
him someone who cared only about money.
But Jesus called Zacchaeus and chose to stay
at his house. Through this encounter with
Jesus, Zacchaeus discovered what true hap-
piness really is. He declared that he would
give half of his possessions to the poor, and
if he had cheated anyone, he would repay
them fourfold. Had Zacchaeus never met
Jesus, no one would remember him today.
We remember him because he met Jesus,
and because his life was transformed by that
encounter.

From Jesus’ teaching, we learn that those
who are truly blessed those who enter the
Kingdom of God are the ones who care for
the poor, the marginalized, and the vulnera-
ble, and who unite themselves with them.
Caring for our neighbors in need and shar-
ing our hearts with them is not optional for
believers; it is our responsibility. Such a way
of life leads us directly into the Kingdom of
God. Saint Paul teaches us that true happi-
ness does not come from status, ability, or
family background. He says, “Christ Jesus

became for us wisdom from God, as well as
righteousness, sanctification, and redemp-
tion. This is God’s doing, so that, as it is
written, ‘Whoever boasts, should boast in
the Lord.” We have come to know Christ
freely through faith. We are called to be-
come Zacchaeus of our own time, to seek
true happiness. Now we know the path that
leads to that happiness. Just as we feel
reassured when we see a signpost pointing
toward our destination, may we keep our
eyes fixed on the Lord, our true signpost,
and faithfully walk the path of happiness,
the path that leads us to God.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst

for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.”
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2026 Pastoral Goal

1. We remember the past 5o years with
gratitude and joy in the grace of
Christ.

2. We become a community that
builds one another up through the
Holy Spirit.

3. Filled with God's [ove, we prepare
to expand the fellowship room and
build a new priest's residence.

4. With the Parish soth Anniversary
Preparation Committee,
we reevaluate our history,
spirituality, and culture.

5. We pass on the legacy of faith to
our next generation through a [ife of
gratitude, fellowship, and sharing.

Parish Financial Status
for December 2025

@ 2026 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
The 2026 Bishop's Annual Appeal is in
Jan. 31 and Feb. 1st (during Mass). The
mission of the Diocese of Dallas cannot
be accomplished without the prayers
and material cooperation of the faithful,
in order to support the poor, religious
education, family ministry, hospital and
prison ministry, Gospel mission, priests,
deacons, and seminarians. We ask
your sincere cooperation. The Bishop's
Annual Appeal forms are available in
the parish office.

@ Sunday School for Spring Semester will
begin on February 2. (Sun) at 10 am,

@ Apply for Infant Baptism

@® Holy Hour

@ Memorial Mass for the Lunar New Year

@ Please bring in old palm branches by

@ "2026 Lenten 40-Day Bible Reading

Infant Baptism Date: 2/7 (Sat), 4 pm
Deadline: 2/1 (Sun)

Required Documents: Application form,
Birth certificate, Parents' baptism certif-
icates, Marriage certificate

Date: 2/5 (Thurs) after Mass

Rosary Prayer at 7 :00 pm

* There will be a Rosary Prayer by the
Vocations Support Group before Mass.
7:30 pm Mass, followed by Holy Hour

Mass: 2/14 (Sat), 2/15 (Sun) 10:00 am,
and 3:00 pm Mass

- If you want to have Mass offered for

the departed one, please apply to the

parish office by 2/8 (Sun).

February 13 (Fri).

with Father Yoon" (Korean)

Schedule: 2/18 (Ash Wednesday) - 4/4

(Holy Saturday)

Time: Monday-Saturday 1 pm - 4 pm
Sunday 2 pm -5 pm

Registration: Parish office

Deadline: 2/15 (Sun)

Location: To be announced later

Contact: Joanna Lee 214-668-8489

@ Immanuel Children’s Choir - Now

Recruiting Members
Who: 1st grade and up
Rehearsal time: Sundays 1:30~2:30 pm
(starting February 8)
Performance Schedule:
Easter Sunday (4/5),
Youth Music Festival (5/17),
musical drama and song performance
Music Director : Jiyun Yoo, M Francesca
Acting Coach : Soohyeon Kim, Margarita
Contact & Registration :

Elisabeth Hwang 631-601-7984

@® Lunar New Year Yut Nori Tournament
Date: 2/15 (Sun) after the 10:00 am
Mass
Participation: Teams of 4 people
- Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place, and
participation prizes will be awarded.
Registration: Contact Joo Jae-eok
(Fellowship Committee Chairman) or
Shin Eun-jae (Committee Member)

- Registration is possible until just before
the tournament.

@® We announce that Jung Junghwa
Catarina, has joined our office staff.
We ask for your warm welcome and
prayers for her.

Until 1/31 Rosary 12,810
prayer count
Lunch Serve E Plano

?T Sunday offering 28,499.00
% Monthly pledge 41,010.00
Christmas offering 12,307.00
Insurance fee 13,374.25

CD interest 6,226.03
Carrollton Donation 852.00
Daily Missal Book 458.00
Zg:,t: group retreat, other in- 426.46
Gross income 103,152.74

Salary 14,813.93

;:E Insurance & pension 8,147.91
;’; Maintenance fee 691.11
s g?;:::elsory payment of the 5,914.56
Parish event 1,519.99
Professional service fee 158.45
Building and Casualty Insurance 2,692.73
grjcr;tri‘:ﬁ expenses by division 30,510.60
:)::‘i:;ebleasnd management con- 17,419.68

Car maintenance fee 294.91
Utility fee & HOA 4,867.58
Bank fee 56.00
Total expenditure 87,087.45

Net income for Dec. 16,065.29
Building fund for Dec. 2,565.62
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** Due to the bad weather, there was no counting for offering collection this week.
We will combine it with next week's offering and inform you accordingly.
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