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Homily

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

On August 23, 1991, | was ordained a
priest. Since that day, | have celebrated the
Holy Mass. Thirty-five years have passed.
A year has 365 days, and by simple calcu-
lation, | have celebrated approximately
12,775 Masses. Most of these Masses were
celebrated in churches, but there were also
some very special places where | offered
the Eucharist. | recall celebrating Mass dur-
ing a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. | once
celebrated Mass on Mount Sinai, where
Moses received the Ten Commandments
from God. We departed at two o'clock in
the morning and climbed to the summit.
As the darkness slowly lifted and the sun
rose, we celebrated Mass together with the

pilgrims who had climbed with me.

Israel is the land where Jesus proclaimed
the Gospel. | celebrated Mass in the very
places where He proclaimed the true Beati-
tudes. | told the pilgrims that it would be
meaningful to proclaim what “true happi-
ness” really is in those places. | also cele-
brated Mass at the site where Jesus fed
the five thousand. Though two thousand
years have passed, | could still feel the
mercy and love of Jesus alive in that place.
In Jerusalem, we prayed the Way of the
Cross early in the morning, and then cele-
brated Mass at the altar of the Holy Sepul-
chre. As we offered Mass at the tomb of
Jesus, many of us were in tears, because
we realized anew that Jesus carried the

cross for me and died for me.

Cardinal Stephen Kim Sou-hwan often
comes to my mind. Every year, at Christ-
mas and Easter, he would choose meaning-
ful places to celebrate Mass. Once, he
came to a small daycare center in a poor

hillside neighborhood of Bongcheon-dong,

where | once lived, and celebrated Mass
there. Another time, he celebrated Mass in
the tents of displaced residents in Sanggye
-dong. He understood well that this was
precisely why Jesus came into this world.
He knew clearly that this was the path of
following Jesus Christ, who stood with the
poor.

Liturgically speaking, the Mass is properly
celebrated at the altar in a consecrated
church. Yet celebrating Mass together with
those who suffer in the very places of their

lives is also deeply beautiful.

This past Christmas, | thought of a brother
who has been suffering from ALS for eight
years. As his body gradually stiffens, he
has never lost his smile. He could only
watch Mass through YouTube and could
not attend in person. Together with volun-
teers, | suggested that we celebrate Mass
for him in the hospital. The hospital al-
lowed us to use the prayer room. And
there, we celebrated Mass for him. It was
an unforgettable and truly beautiful Eucha-
rist. The life of a priest must have clear
principles. When you enter a destination
into a car’s navigation system, even if the
car takes a wrong turn, it continues to

guide you toward the final destination.

The goal of priestly life is not worldly suc-
cess, honor, power, or wealth. We entered
the seminary to proclaim the Kingdom of
God. The Kingdom of God is revealed
through a life of the cross, sacrifice, dedi-
cation, and service. We must never forget
this. Priestly life is about seeking what is
truly precious first. Jesus became human in
order to do what is truly precious. Caring
for the sick, the hungry, and the naked was
precious. Proclaiming the Kingdom of God
was precious. Making money is important.
Loving and caring for one’s family is pre-
cious. Creating systems is important. Living

those systems out in real life is precious.

I do not believe that people are trans-

formed solely by material abundance or

beautiful places. Even in despair and dark-
ness, we can find hope because God
stands at the door of our hearts, waiting
patiently for us to open it. Just as a beau-
tiful flower blooms in the mud, and joyful
laughter can bloom even in a poor house-
hold, what truly transforms a person is
one’s attitude and one’s will. Jesus, who
came as the Light, became a bridge of
love, a bridge of communion, and a
bridge of service between God and hu-
manity. Now, through Jesus Christ, we are
called to build bridges of love, commun-

ion, and service among ourselves.

When we build bridges to one another
through Christ and share love, commun-
ion, and service within them, we truly
receive Jesus, who came as the Light.
When we unite in the name of the Lord,
speak with one voice, proclaim the Gospel
to our neighbors, respect one another’s
opinions, recognize one another’s dignity,
and help one another, we will be able to
proclaim the Gospel to the world with

great strength.

“Then they left their boat and their nets
and followed Him. And immediately they
left their boat and their father and fol-

lowed Him."
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2026 Pastoral Goal

Christ.

2. We become a community that
Holy Spirit.

to expand the fellowship room

build a new priest's residence.
4. With the Parish soth Anniver.

Preparation Committee,

we reevaluate our history,

spirituality, and culture.

1. We remember the past 5o years with
gratitude and joy in the grace of
builds one another up through the

3. Filled with God's [ove, we prepare

5. We pass on the legacy of faith to
our next generation through a [ife of
gratitude, fellowship, and sharing.

and

sary

@ 2026 Bishop’s Annual Appeal

The 2026 Bishop's Annual Appeal is in
Jan. 31 and Feb. 1st (during Mass). The

mission of the Diocese of Dall
be accomplished without the
and material cooperation of t
in order to support the poor,

education, family ministry, hospital and
prison ministry, Gospel mission, priests,
deacons, and seminarians. We ask
your sincere cooperation. The Bishop's
Annual Appeal forms are available in

the parish office.

as cannot
prayers

he faithful,
religious

@ Memorial Mass for the Lunar New Year
Mass: 2/14 (Sat), 2/15 (Sun) 10:00 AM,
and 3:00 PM Mass
- If you want to have Mass offered for
the departed one, please apply to the
parish office by 2/8 (Sun).

@® Holy Hour
Date: February 5th (Thursday) after
Mass
7:00 pm Rosary Prayer
* There will be a Rosary Prayer by the
Vocations Support Group before Mass.
7:30 pm Mass, followed by Holy Hour

@ 2026 Sunday School Spring Semester
Additional Registration Announcement
Class Start: February 1, 2026
Classes available for additional registra-
tion: Kinder, 1st, 6th, and 7th grades
Tuition: $50 per student
Deadline: January 25, 2026
Due to classroom limitations, additional
registration is only available for the
grades listed.

@ Apply for Infant Baptism
Infant Baptism Date: 2/7 (Sat), 4 PM
Deadline: 2/1 (Sun)
Required Documents: Application form,
Birth certificate, Parents' baptism certif-
icates, Marriage certificate
Application is in the Parish Office.

@ Lunar New Year Yut Nori Tournament
Date: 2/15 (Sun) after the 10:00 AM
Mass
Participation: Teams of 4 people
- Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place, and
participation prizes will be awarded.
Registration: Contact Joo Jae-eok
(Fellowship Committee Chairman) or
Shin Eun-jae (Committee Member)

- Registration is possible until just before
the tournament.
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