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Homily

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ!

One of the greatest joys of being a parish
priest is meeting the faithful. Among those
encounters, the most meaningful are not
meeting those whom | need, but meeting
those who need my help. About a month
ago, a sister who had been healthy began to
feel unwell and went to the hospital. She
was told to visit a larger medical center.
After a biopsy, she was diagnosed with can-
cer, already widely metastasized. Ascites
developed and was drained, but soon re-
turned. | visited her home to administer the
Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Anoint-
ing of the Sick. This sister, who had been
away from the Church for a long time, re-
ceived the Eucharist with great joy, like the
Israelites who ate the manna in the desert.
Her husband, who had no faith, said that he
wanted to start coming to church. When |
suggested that we pray together for his wife,
he gladly agreed. Her mother, over eighty
years old, came out to greet me without
even putting on her shoes. With the mother’
s earnest prayers and a husband willing to
pray alongside her, we asked that she might
regain enough health to live again with her
family. She even willingly gave up her
scheduled physical therapy so that someone
who was more seriously ill than herself
could receive treatment. That is why today’s
first reading tells us “l will make you a light
to the nations, that my salvation may reach
to the ends of the earth.” And today’s re-
sponsorial psalm sings “O Lord, | delight in
doing your will; your law is written in my

heart.”

On Sunday afternoon, three events took
place. First, there was the blessing of a new-
ly opened restaurant called Sura, owned by
one of our parish brothers. He serves as an
altar server with his son, and his wife volun-

teers in the religious goods shop. Altar serv-

ers also attended the blessing. We prayed
that the business would prosper and that
those who eat there would be nourished and
healthy. After the blessing, | attended the
year-end gathering of the Ignatius Group, a
fellowship of men in their fifties. These
brothers are like the backbone of our parish,
serving faithfully in many ministries. One
brother, not yet baptized, shared that he had
searched in many places for God but could
not find Him; however, when he came to
church, his heart found peace. He believed it
was the earnest prayer of his 93-year-old
mother-in-law that led him to the church.
The brothers wrapped up the year with fel-
lowship and a raffle, resolving to serve even
more faithfully in the coming year. After the
gathering, | went to the evaluation meeting
for our charity concert, where musicians and
volunteers reflected together. They gladly
accepted my suggestion to hold a music
retreat next year. Sharing these three events
made my body tired, but seeing parishioners
living their faith with joy filled my heart with
happiness. | was reminded of Saint Paul’s
words “Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” And
today’s Preface proclaims “You have freed us
from sin and death and made us a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people set apart, so that we may proclaim
your mighty works, for you have called us
out of darkness into your own wonderful
light.”

In our parish, there are people who truly
become a light to the nations. There are
people who delight in doing God’s will.
There are people who proclaim to the world
the power of the Lord who called us out of
darkness into marvelous light. During the
past Advent season, many joyfully participat-
ed in Scripture copying. Through this, they
engraved God’'s word in their hearts and
shared that word with their neighbors. There
are those who visit a brother lying in a hos-
pital bed every single day, simply to keep
him company. Anyone can do it for a day or
two, but doing it daily is not easy. Yet they
continue to visit, listen, and gently massage

his aching body. There are also many who

pray every day. For the 50th anniversary of
our parish in 2027, we committed to offer-
ing one million decades of the Rosary. In
just one month, more than 100,000 dec-
ades have already been offered. On Holy
Thursday, each neighborhood took turns in
Eucharistic Adoration. Jesus asked His disci-
ples to stay awake and pray with Him in
the Garden of Gethsemane. Some sisters
stayed up all night praying. | prayed with
them as well, but even one week was diffi-
cult for me. Today’s Gospel comes to mind
“I have seen and testified that He is the
Son of God.” Because there were witnesses
like John the Baptist who testified to the
Son of God, the Church has grown for over
2,000 years. And because there have been
parishioners who, like John the Baptist,
testified to the Son of God, St. Andrew Kim
Korean Catholic Church in Dallas has grown

for the past 50 years.

“O Lord, | delight in doing your will; your

law is written in my heart.”
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2026 Pastoral Goal @ Sister Cecilia Lee, who has worked dili- served. To register, fill out the form on
gently during her term, will be leaving the website. www.Veritas-Kactus.org
. us. Please pray for her,
1. We remember the past 50 years with ..
_ thepast 5oy Farewell Mass: 1/17 (Sat), 1/18 (Sun) @ Pre-K Benjamin Class (ages 2-4)
gratitude and joy in the grace of .
Christ Parent Meeting: 1/24 (Sat) 4:00 PM
2. We become a community that @ We warmly welcome Sister Susanna First Day of Class: 2/1 (Sun)
builds one another up through the Chang Myung Hwa to our parish. The Preschool Class C111, 10:00 AM
Holy Spirit. welcome Mass will be held on 1/24 Contact: Christine Chun 213-598-4778
3. Filled with God's [ove, we prepare (Sat). 1/25(Sun)
to expand the fellowship room and @ 2026 Sunday School Spring Semester
build a new priest's residence. i i ; Additional Registration Announcement
4. With the Parish soth Anniversary @ We are seeking opinions regarding the Class Start: Feb 026
Preparation Committee, replacement of the ground material at ass tart.. ebruary 1, 24 .
el eevaluatton: histery) the children's playground. We encour- (;Iasses. available for additional registra-
spirituality, and culture. age those interested to participate ac- T'O.n.- Kinder, 1st, 6th, and 7th grades
5. We pass on the legacy of faith to tively. Tuition: $50 per student
our next generation through a life of When: 1/18 (Sun) 11:30 am Deadline: January 25, 2026
gratitude, fellowship, and sharing. Where: Meeting Room (C108) Due to classroom limitations, additional
registration is only available for the
. rades listed.
@® Memorial Mass for the Lunar New Year 9
@ 2026 Bishop’s Annual Appeal Mass: 2/14 (Sat), 2/15 (Sun) 10:00 AM, ® Aooly for Infant Bapti
. . . or Infant Baptism
The 2026 Bishop's Annual Appeal is in and 3:00 PM Mass pplyTorn p'
Jan. 31 and Feb. 1st (during Mass). The - If you want to have Mass offered for Infant‘Baptlsm Date: 2/7 (Sat). 4 PM
mission of the Diocese of Dallas cannot the departed one, please apply to the Dead!lne. 2/1 (Sun) . o
be accomplished without the prayers parish office by 2/8 (Sun). Required Documents: Application form,
and material cooperation of the faithful Birth certificate, Parents' baptism certifi-
in order to support the poor, religious @ Veritas 2026 “Arise!” Retreat cates.’ M.am?g.e Cemf'ca.te .
. o . Application is in the Parish Office.
education, family ministry, hospital and By: KACTUS
prison ministry, Gospel mission, priests, Date: February 20th-22nd
deaconsl and Seminarians' We ask (Friday_sunday) . Margarltta Maria Lee, who has worked as|
your sincere cooperation. The Bishop's For: 18+ year-old Korean Americans an office staff member for 11 years and 3
Annual Appeal forms are available in living in Texas months, is resigning. We are seeking a
the parish office. Where: St. Raphael Retreat Center new part-time employee to fill this posi-
Contact: Sijoon Jang 817-891-9382 tion. If you are interested, please leave
Until 12/31 Rosary 8,450 Only 30 spots available. First come, first your name in the office.
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