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Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ!

There was once a movie titled The Hunch-
back of Notre Dame. Notre Dame Cathe-
dral in Paris stands as a grand stage of
human life, a place where human sin and
hope echo together. Within that story,
Quasimodo, mocked and rejected by the
world because of his appearance, is por-
trayed as a man with a heart that is purer
than anyone else’s. The actor who played
Quasimodo, Anthony Quinn, was himself
the son of Mexican immigrants and grew
up amid poverty and discrimination. Per-
haps for that reason, he was able to ex-
press Quasimodo’s loneliness and inner
depth with remarkable authenticity. The
scene in which Quasimodo shelters Es-
meralda within the sanctuary of the cathe-

dral remains unforgettable.

It reflects the mercy of God who embraces
and protects the weak. The world contin-
ues to judge people by appearance, status,
and conditions. But God looks into the
depth of the human heart. Through the
lives of Quasimodo and Anthony Quinn,
this truth is revealed once again. This story
reminds me of an elderly woman who lived
next door when | was a child. She lived
alone and raised cats, and her back was
bent like a hunchback’s. At first, she fright-

ened me, but she was in fact very kind and

gentle. Sometimes she would give me food.

On the door of her house, she displayed
movie posters. The local theater gave her
free tickets, and she would occasionally
pass those tickets on to me. With them, |
watched animated films and historical
movies such as Admiral Yi Sun-sin. Her
bent back was not a deformity of birth. It
was the result of a life battered by waves

of hardship and suffering.

A few days ago, | listened to a lecture by
our bishop. He shared the story of a
“hunchback father.” A daughter who was
about to be married found herself deeply
troubled. Her future husband’s family was
wealthy and refined, while her own family
was poor, and her father’s back was badly
bent. She did not want to enter the wed-
ding ceremony holding her father’s hand.
Instead, she asked to walk in with her un-
cle. Her brother scolded her harshly. But
the father simply said that his back had
been hurting lately and told her to walk
with the uncle. Using his pain as an excuse,
the father chose not to attend his only
daughter’s wedding. Later, the daughter
became pregnant. She suffered from se-
vere morning sickness and began to long

for the food her mother used to prepare.

One day, while going to the supermarket
with her husband, she saw her father en-
tering the store carrying a bag. She pre-
tended not to recognize him. When she
returned home, the supermarket owner
called and said that someone had left
something for her. She went back and re-
ceived the bag. Inside were homemade
cheonggukjang and kimchi, foods prepared
by her mother. There was also a note writ-
ten by her father “I heard you are pregnant.
Your mother made cheonggukjang and
kimchi for you. Please take care not to
catch a cold and stay healthy.” Though the
daughter had been ashamed of her father
and did not walk with him at her wedding,

the father never stopped loving her.

Quietly and without complaint, he came to
care for his pregnant daughter. The proph-
et Isaiah proclaims “Can a woman forget
her nursing child? Even if she should forget,
I will never forget you.” This is one of the
most beautiful expressions of God’s love.
That same God sent His beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, for the people of Israel who had
wandered far from Him. That same God
sent His beloved Son for us, who so often

place worldly things before God's will. To-

day we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism
of the Lord. When Jesus was baptized, the
Holy Spirit descended like a dove, and a
voice was heard “This is my beloved Son,
with whom | am well pleased.” When we
receive Baptism, we too become children
of God, sons and daughters in whom God

delights. At Baptism, the priest proclaims,

“I baptize you, Gabriel, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.” In that moment, a true name, a
Christian name, is given. Though we al-
ready have the names given by our par-
ents, through Baptism we receive a new
identity as children of God. That is why,
when elders once asked me, “What is your
real name?” | answered, “Gabriel.” Today's
second reading shows us the path we are
called to follow “He went about doing
good and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil, for God was with him.” On
this Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we
are invited to reflect on whether we are
living lives truly transformed by our Bap-

tism.

Each of us has a baptismal name. We did
not choose it simply because it sounded
nice, was easy to pronounce, or matched
our birthday. We chose it to follow the
lives of the saints who already live eter-
nally in heaven. We seek their intercession
and example as we journey through the
rough waves of this world. Today, | invite
you to meditate on your own baptismal
name. And for those who have not yet
received Baptism, may you prepare well to
receive this sacrament, through which sins
are forgiven and we are reborn as chil-
dren of God.
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2026 Pastoral Goal

1. We remember the past 5o years with
gratitude and joy in the grace of
Christ.

2. We become a community that
builds one another up through the
Holy Spirit.

3. Filled with God's [ove, we prepare
to expand the fellowship room and
build a new priest's residence.

4. With the Parish soth Anniversary
Preparation Committee,
we reevaluate our history,
spirituality, and culture.

5. We pass on the legacy of faith to
our next generation through a [ife of
gratitude, fellowship, and sharing.

@ Sister Cecilia Lee, who has worked dili-
gently during her term, will be leaving.
Please pray for her.

Farewell Mass: 1/17 (Sat), 1/18 (Sun)

@ Parish 50th Anniversary Preparation
Starting January 2026, we will officially
begin preparations for the 50th anni-
versary of the founding of our parish.
We ask that you offer rosary prayers for
the 50th anniversary. We ask that all

@ Veritas 2026 “Arise!” Retreat
By: KACTUS
Date: February 20th-22nd

(Friday-Sunday)

For: 18+ year-old Korean Americans
living in Texas
Where: St. Raphael Retreat Center
901 S Madison Ave, Dallas, TX 75208
Contact: Sijoon Jang 817-891-9382
Only 30 spots available. First come, first
served. To register, fill out the form on
the website. www.Veritas-Kactus.org

@ Pre-K Benjamin Class (ages 2-4)
Parent Meeting: 1/24 (Sat) 4:00 PM
First Day of Class: 2/1 (Sun)
Preschool Class C111, 10:00 AM
Contact: Christine Chun 213-598-4778

@ 2026 Sunday School Spring Semester
Additional Registration Announcement
Class Start: February 1, 2026
Classes available for additional registra-
tion: Kinder, 1st, 6th, and 7th grades
Tuition: $50 per student
Deadline: January 25, 2026
Due to classroom limitations, additional
registration is only available for the
grades listed.

Parents' baptism certificates, Marriage
certificate
Application: Parish Office

@ If you need documents for your 2025 tax
return, please request them from the
office. The documents will be available
for pickup at the office one week later.

@ Please come to the parish office with
your completed Bible copying notebook
and receive a gift.
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