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2nd Sunday of Advent
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[First Reading]
[Responsorial Psalm]
R. (cf. 7)

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

Isaiah

Psalm

[Second Reading] Romans  15:4-9

[Alleluia]

Alleluia, alleluia.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

Alleluia, alleluia.

[Gospel] Matthew  3:1-12

[Communion Antiphon]

Jerusalem, arise stand upon the heights, and behold the joy which

comes to you from God.
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Homily
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Second Sunday of Advent (Human Rights
Sunday, Social Doctrine Week)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Peace be
with you.

During my vacation, | visited the Yongin
Priests’ Cemetery. Last June, a classmate of
mine returned to the Father’s house, and in
August, the venerable Bishop Luke Kim
passed away. Had | been in Korea, | would
have accompanied them on their final jour-
ney, but | could not. It was November, the
month dedicated to praying for the faithful
departed. On that clear day, it felt as though
the priests who had gone before me wel-
comed me with joy. | prayed the yeondo for
my classmate. There is a Latin proverb that
says, “Mortui vivos docent”—"The dead
teach the living.” No matter how much hon-
or or power one holds in this world, no mat-
ter how many accomplishments or abilities
one may show, death comes to all, without
distinction. Therefore, instead of endlessly
filling our lives, we must learn to empty
them. Even if one has lived like an unnamed
wildflower—unrecognized, unnoticed, with
nothing worldly to boast of—death comes
equally. There is nothing to resent. The past
has already gone, and the future has not yet
arrived. So let us live today with gratitude,
loving all that is slowly passing away.

Today is the Second Sunday of Advent. The
Church designates this day as Human Rights
Sunday. The world speaks of fairness—
treating people according to their abilities
and performance. For this reason, we study
diligently and work hard. Jesus also spoke
of the parable of the sower. The seed sown
on the path, on rocky ground, and among
thorns bears no fruit at the right time. But
the seed that falls on rich soil bears fruit—
thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold.
Thus, we must make our hearts into good
soil—watering, fertilizing, and pulling out
the weeds. Today’s capitalism and modern
nation-states are built upon this principle of
“fairness.” But the Church also teaches equi-
ty. Those created in the image of God must
have their dignity protected. Jesus told the
parable of the workers in the vineyard: the
landowner gave the same wage to those

who worked all day, those who worked only
in the afternoon, and even those who came
at evening. God lets the same sun shine on
both the good and the wicked. Democratic
society follows the principle of equity—each
person, one vote.

Today'’s Scripture speaks of Israel’'s dream
and hope. The prophet Isaiah proclaims that

a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jes-
se.” In a dark and troubled time, Isaiah an-
nounces a remarkable vision: from the seem-
ingly dead stump, a new shoot will spring
forth and grow into a mighty tree. What
makes this possible is the Spirit of the Lord.
The Spirit gave Abraham steadfast faith,
making him the father of a great nation. The
Spirit gave Moses extraordinary leadership,
enabling him to break the oppression of
Pharaoh and lead the people to the Prom-
ised Land. The Spirit of the Lord is “a spirit
of wisdom and understanding, counsel and
might.” When the Spirit rests upon us,
wolves will dwell with lambs, and little chil-
dren will play with lions. This is not merely a
poetic image—this is a new order that no
human science or technology could ever
establish. To receive the Spirit of the Lord,
John the Baptist tells us what we must do:
we must cast out the false spirits within us.
What must we let go of? First, the feeling of
inferiority—"l cannot do it.” Such thoughts
prevent us from approaching God. We are all
precious beings created in His image. We
must let go of hatred and anger, which fes-
ter like infected wounds. We must let go of
greed. John the Baptist calls this process
“repentance.” If we let go of these false spir-
its, we will be able to welcome the Spirit of
God. And then, we will be transformed. St.
Paul was able to cast off these false spirits.
He spent long periods in the wilderness,
praying to receive the Spirit of God. Though
he had once been like a wolf and a lion—
fierce and violent—the Spirit transformed
him into a gentle lamb. Science and technol-
ogy may produce new devices, but they can-
not transform the human soul. Only the
Spirit of God can renew a weary heart. The
Spirit enables us to embrace the suffering of
others and to cherish all that is alive. This is
the dream Isaiah saw. Jesus Christ pro-
claimed this dream through “the spirit of
wisdom, understanding, counsel, and might.”
This dream is the very reality we call the
Kingdom of God.

We are all capable of receiving the Spirit
of the Lord, and only the Spirit of the Lord
can truly transform us. St. Paul says: “We
learn endurance and receive encourage-
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