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Homily

>

First Sunday of Advent

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ.

During my vacation, | had a joyful reunion
with my classmates from the seminary.
Our gathering was held at the mission
station of Jumunjin Parish, where one of
my classmates—who had previously
served in the United States—was recently
assigned. The community has about
twenty parishioners, and as we arrived,
the chickens and a friendly dog in the
yard welcomed us warmly. We entered
the seminary in 1982, and now forty-
three years have passed. Although we
began by talking about politics, econom-
ics, and culture, our conversation eventu-
ally returned to memories from our semi-
nary days. One friend and | once ran the
school store together. Another traveled
with me during difficult times. One asked
me years ago to give a speech supporting
him, and | did so gladly. Another had

lived with me in Canada twenty years ago.

One had many childhood memories with
me because we grew up in the same par-
ish. One visited Dallas last summer be-
cause he has relatives there. Another
helped me with the Sunday evening Mass
for three years. One accompanied me on
vacation. As we greeted each other and
shared our stories, the conversation blos-
somed with warmth, and in their faces |
could see the depth and maturity shaped
by thirty-four years of priestly ministry.

Today is the First Sunday of Advent, the
beginning of a new liturgical year. Though
one month still remains on the secular
calendar, the Church begins her new year
today. For this reason, the theme of to-
day’'s Gospel is “watchfulness.” There are
two dimensions to watchfulness. The first
is simply waking from sleep. | myself rose
at four o'clock this morning, and you, too,
are here because you awakened. Every
living creature that wakes does so with

two purposes: survival and the preserva-

tion of its species. This is the realm of the
strong devouring the weak and the sur-
vival of the fittest.

The other dimension is spiritual wakeful-
ness, which we may call enlightenment.
Created in the image of God, we gain
spiritual insight as we walk the path to-
ward Him. In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks
of this very kind of awakening. Spiritual
enlightenment also has two forms. One is
the grace that comes purely as a gift of
God’s mercy. On the road to Emmaus, the
disciples encountered the risen Lord, and
as He spoke to them, their hearts were
burning within them. The other form is
the enlightenment gained through deep
reflection and spiritual discipline, just as
the Buddha
through seven years of ascetic practice

achieved enlightenment

and shared that insight with others.

Two things are necessary for spiritual en-
lightenment. The first is opening the door
of one’s heart. When the heart is open,
even the uneducated, even foreigners,
even sinners, can receive God’'s love and
mercy as a gift. Jesus once reminded the
hardened hearts of the Jewish leaders:
“During the time of Elijah, when a severe
famine struck the land, God’s miracle was
worked for the widow of Zarephath, a
foreigner. And in the time of Elisha, alt-
hough many in Israel had leprosy, only
Naaman the Syrian was healed.” The Phar-
isees and scribes, although well-versed in
the law, did not receive God’s mercy be-
cause their hearts were closed. Jesus also
said, “Do not worry about what you will
eat, drink, or wear. Your heavenly Father
knows all that you need. Seek first His
righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.” He continued, “Look
at the birds of the air and the flowers of
the field. They neither toil nor spin, yet
God cares for them. Do not worry.” And
again He said, “"Come to me, all you who
labor and are burdened, and | will give
you rest. My yoke is easy, and my burden
light.”

The second way to enlightenment is trust-
ing in the Word. Jesus overcame tempta-

tion through the Word. The Word is the
“navigation” that guides us on the path
of enlightenment. The history of salva-
tion began when humans responded
“yes” to the Word. The Blessed Mother
“Behold,
of the Lord; let it be done to me accord-

answered, | am the handmaid
ing to your word.” Saint Joseph, who
had planned to divorce Mary quietly,
listened to God’s word and welcomed
her as his wife. Jesus Himself prayed,
“Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass
from me; yet not my will but yours be
done.” The Holy Family lived entirely in
obedience to God’s Word. Adam and
Eve lived in paradise while they re-
mained within the Word, but when they
forgot the Word and fell to temptation,
they were cast out of the garden.

As we begin the new liturgical year of
2026, may we open the doors of our
hearts with humility and gentleness, so
that God’s love and grace may be given
to us as a gift. And may this year be a
time in which we grow in enlightenment
through God’s holy Word.
awake, for you do not know on which

“So stay

day the Son of Man will come.”
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Parish Announcements

2026 Pastoral Goal

1. We remember the past so years with
gratitude and joy in the grace of
Christ.

2. We become a community that
builds one another up through the
Holy Spirit.

3. Filled with God's love, we prepare
to expand the fellowship room and
build a new priest's residence.

4. With the Parish soth Anniversary
Preparation Committee,
we reevaluate our history,
spirituality, and culture.

5. We pass on the [egacy of faith to
our next generation through a life of

@ Recruiting Legion of Mary Members

@ Pre-K Class Grace Market Donation

* Junior Legion Members

Who: after First Communion ~under 18
* Adult Legion Members

Who: All parishioners who wish to
serve the Church through prayer and
action.

Contact: Elizabeth Lee 469-396-4413

Donation: Toys for children ages 2-5
(New or clean used)
Cash donations are also accepted.
Date: 12/7 (Sun)
Contact : Jeon Seung-min
213-598-4778

sembles, Amor Choir, Ultreya Ensemble
Choir, Immanuel Children’s Choir

@ Medjugorje, Lourdes, Fatima, Spain
Pilgrimage Information
Date: Year 2026, April 13-23
First-come, first-served
Contact: Sophia Huh 469-396-6149

@ The Blessed Korean Martyrs’ Secular As-
sociation will sell jam on 12/6 (Sat) and
12/7 (Sun). ($15 each)
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@ 2025 Advent Bible Transcription =7 23S (ZHEEY), QLS (7IEI|Y),
Galatians, Romans, Philippians, 12;11 habss ZH|SHe A7 AL (O|LFA|Q), AEHZ(EEA),
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@ Legion of Mary Annual General ME|uy
Meeting
Date:'1 1/30 (Sun) .12:30 PM @ 2nd Charity Concert — .
Location: Fellowship Hall . . e Lunch Serve Parish Day
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