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Homily

Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran
Basilica (Lay Apostolate Sunday)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

| attended the retreat organized by the
Diocese of Dallas. When | served in the
Archdiocese of Seoul, | used to attend
annual retreats there as well. There are
a few differences between the retreats
of the two dioceses. The Archdiocese of
Seoul holds an eight-day retreat includ-
ing Sunday, whereas the Dallas Diocese
holds a five-day retreat excluding Sun-
day. In Seoul, retired priests no longer
active in parish ministry do not partici-
pate, but in Dallas, even retired priests
attend. In Seoul, the parish covers the
cost only for priests who attend, while
in Dallas, the parish covers the retreat
fee for all priests regardless of attend-
ance. The retreat took place at the Jes-
uit Montserrat Retreat House and last-
ed five days filled with grace. The
theme was “The Spiritual Journey.”
Through this journey, we are called to
move toward enlightenment, passion,
purification, and union. Jesus said to
His disciples, “If anyone wants to be my
follower, let them take up their cross
and follow me.” The retreat reminded
us that even for the spiritual journey,
we need to carry our own cross.

Among the retreat director’s reflections,

two messages deeply touched my heart.

The first was, “You can forgive God.” |
had never thought of forgiving God,
since forgiveness is what God grants us.
But it struck me profoundly. Some peo-
ple suffer pain and hardship they never
asked for and never deserved. Some
are born with disabilities. Like Job in
the Bible, some live faithfully and re-
vere God, yet still experience deep suf-

fering beyond words. Rather than blam-
ing God or despairing over life, to for-
give even God and to pray that His glo-
ry be revealed even amid trials—that,
too, is part of the spiritual journey. |
have seen people in such pain: a wom-
an who lost her leg due to severe dia-
betes, a man with advanced Alzheimer’s
who could no longer move his fingers.
How beautiful it would be if such peo-
ple could, instead of resenting God, for-
give Him and seek His mercy. On the
Cross, Jesus said, “Father, into your
hands | commend my spirit.”

The second message was, “The dark
night of the soul is a grace from God.”
Jesus said to His disciples, “Unless a
grain of wheat falls to the ground and
dies, it remains only a single grain; but
if it dies, it bears much fruit.” Jesus car-
ried His Cross and died upon it. Yet He
rose again and promised us eternal life.
If we believe in and follow Jesus, we
too shall die and rise again. The dark
night Jesus endured in Gethsemane was
the time of grace that led to the glory
of the Resurrection. A mother endures
the pain of childbirth before rejoicing in
the birth of new life. St. Andrew Kim
Catholic Church in Dallas is now 48
years old. Today it is a beautiful church:
adorned with stained glass, with fellow-
ship halls for gatherings, classrooms for
catechesis, spacious parking, basketball
courts for youth, and an outdoor Way
of the Cross. But all these blessings
came through many struggles and sacri-
fices. Looking back, everything was tru-
ly the grace of God.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says, “Destroy
this temple, and in three days | will
raise it up.” We need a church build-
ing—a place of worship and fellowship.
We need sanctuaries that express rever-
ence and awe. We need churches where
sacred art lifts the soul to God. Yet the
church that Jesus wished to build with
His disciples is not made merely of

stone; it is the Church that reveals the
mercy and love of God. The Church
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