Catholic Bereavement Preparation Guide
 “Saint Andrew Kim’s Catholic Church’s Bereavement Association”, is a faith-based organization in Irving that serves fellow parishioners who have lost their loved ones.
Below is a guide outlining the general steps that could be taken when a loss occurs.
Please review the information, and do not hesitate to contact a church volunteer member if you need assistance.

1 Steps to Take When a Loved One Passes
1). Immediate Actions Upon Death
· If the passing occurs at home, do not move the body. Contact a funeral home or call 911 for official confirmation by the police.
· If the passing occurs in a hospital, 
· Contact a funeral home to arrange for the body to be transferred on the same day.
· If a funeral home has not been chosen in advance, the hospital may assign one. It is advisable to select a funeral home before the death certificate is issued.
· Notify the Parish Office (972-620-9150), Regional Leader (GuYukJang), or Bereavement Association Chair (813-335-9843)
2). Information Required for Funeral Arrangements
When contracting with a funeral home, the family should prepare the following information:
· Deceased’s Social Security Number (SSN)
· Full legal name, date of birth, address, highest education level, and occupation
· Names of spouse and parents
· Burial clothing (suit or traditional attire with socks; shoes are not required)
· Decision on burial or cremation
· Cemetery deed, if a burial plot has already been purchased
· Funeral Mass schedule – Church Volunteers will coordinate with the funeral home, family and priest.

2 Selecting a Funeral Home
If the deceased had a pre-arranged funeral plan, contact the designated funeral home. If not, choose from the options below or another preferred funeral home.
Please decide whether burial or cremation will be performed.
Note: The funeral homes listed below are commonly used by parishioners but ㅡmay not necessarily be the most cost-effective. It is recommended to compare prices with other providers.
Recommended Funeral Homes
a) North Dallas Funeral Home
· Phone: 214-802-2110 (Contact: Jung Heon - 469-867-0863)
· Office: 2828 Forest Ln #1155, Dallas, TX 75234
· Funeral Home: 2710 Valley View Ln, Dallas, TX 75234
· Cemetery: Rolling Oaks Memorial Center - 972-462-5147
· Address: 400 Freeport Pkwy, Coppell, TX 75019
b) Calvary Hill Funeral Home & Cemetery
· Phone: 214-357-5754
· Address: 3235 Lombardy Ln, Dallas, TX 75220

3 Funeral Mass and Litany Prayer Schedule
a) Considerations When Planning the Funeral
1. Decide on burial or cremation.
· Burial typically takes 4–10 days, while cremation takes 3–6 days.
2. Confirm with the funeral home when arrangements will be ready.
· For burials, consider cemetery preparations and weather conditions.
3. Additional costs do not apply for longer planning periods, so there is no need to rush.
4. Monday is the priest’s day off, so please plan accordingly.
5. Recommended Funeral Mass Times:
· Tuesdays, Thursdays: 11:00 AM
· Wednesdays, Fridays: 10:00 AM
6. Once the funeral home is consulted, contact a church volunteer to coordinate the schedule to confirm with the parish priest.

b) Litany  Prayer and Viewing Service (Yeondo) 
Once the funeral schedule is confirmed, the family must decide whether and when to hold a Litany prayer service (Yeondo).
Options for Litany Prayer and Viewing Services (Yeondo):
1. Only a Funeral Mass without a separate Litany prayer service.
2. Hold a Litany prayer service before the Funeral Mass:
· Dates: Any day before the funeral, except Saturdays and Sundays.
· Locations:
· At home, with close family and parish members, led by a church volunteer.
· At the funeral home (usually the day before the funeral).
· At the parish church, after a weekday Mass.

3) Funeral Announcement
Once the funeral schedule is finalized, an official funeral announcement will be sent to the parish community.
Required Information for Funeral Announcement:
· Deceased’s full name & baptismal name
· Date & cause of passing
· Parish district(GuYuk), Primary contact person & phone number
· Cemetery name (if burial is chosen)
· Portrait photo or a family picture with the deceased
· (Including a family photo helps parishioners recognize the deceased, though this is optional. High-resolution images are preferred.)
From the time of the funeral announcement until the day before the funeral, the family may attend weekday Masses and request additional Litany prayer services for the deceased.
We encourage family members who may have been distant from the faith to take this opportunity for Confession(Reconciliation).
Once the funeral announcement is sent, additional guidelines on funeral etiquette will be provided via email or messaging platforms.
For any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

KAKAO Message Examples to the Saint Andrew Kim’s Church Parish Groups
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