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Homily

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Dear parishioners,

There is a term called ‘turning point’ in
mathematics, its defined like this “in
calculus, an inflection point or point of
inflection is a point on a curve at which
the curve changes from being concave
(curving in) to convex (curving out), or
vice versa. In other words, it’s a loca-
tion or point where the curvature
changes direction.” In literary terms, it’
s the point where a new life begins.
The event of the fishermen's meeting
Jesus by the Sea of Galilee was a turn-
ing point. The disciples were changed
from fisher of fish to fishers of men.
Paul, who persecuted the Church met
Jesus and it was a quite huge turning
point and he transformed into an apos-
tle to Gentiles. We can call it a ‘turning
point’ and we frequently encounter
examples of turning points in the Bible.
It all starts with Adam. Adam, who
lived happily in paradise, encountered
Satan, who took form of a serpent.
With a proud heart aspiring to be like
God, Adam ate the forbidden fruit of
knowledge of good and evil. Thus be-
gan the history of ‘sin’ in humanity.
Apostle Paul said, where there is sin,
there is also grace. Since merciful God
always provides turning points for hu-
manity.

The Israelites were suffering in the land
of Egypt. God heard the cries of the
Israelites, then God called Moses. Mo-
ses, who was tending sheep, now re-
ceives a new mission: to lead the Israel-
ites to the land flowing with milk and
honey. Thus, the exodus begins. Phar-
aoh did not allow the Israelites to leave
Egypt to promised land. Then through
Moses, God brought ten plagues upon
Egypt. The last plague was the
‘Passover.’ The firstborn of all Egyptian
households died, but the firstborn of
the Israelites, marked with blood of the

lamb on their doorposts, were spared.
The Passover became a turning point
for the Israelites. Passover means ‘pass
over, to cross over.' In the Old Testa-
ment, Passover signifies the Israelites
leave Egyptian slavery for life of free-
dom in the land flowing with milk and
honey. We can see that Passover
through Jesus Christ. Jesus died on the
cross, but he rose again on the third
day. This is the Passover of the New
Testament. If we believe in Jesus Christ
and follow his life, we can attain eter-
nal life, both in this life and the life to
come. This is the Passover of the New
Testament.

There have been several turning points
in my life as well. On August 23, 1991,
| received the ordination as a priest.
Just one week after serving as an assis-
tant priest in my first parish, | contract-
ed hemorrhagic fever. My fever climbed
up to 40 degrees Celsius, and immedi-
ately hospitalized into the intensive
care unit. Cardinal Kim Soo-hwan also
came and prayed for me, and with the
help of the doctors and nurses, | was
able to leave the hospital after two
weeks. The person | am most grateful
to is my mother. From the day | was
admitted to the hospital until the day |
was discharged, my mother never left
my side and took care of me.

The parishioners also prayed for the
new priest with full power. Later, my
mother told me what she witnessed.
Before Cardinal Kim Soo-hwan prayed
my fingers were purple from fever then
as he prayed it gradually turned to its
normal color. | believe my mother’s
testimony. Among those who were hos-
pitalized with the same illness as me,
some passed away and some became
paralyzed, while others had to hospital-
ized continuously. | was able to leave
the hospital thanks to God'’s great love.
Since then, | have considered my life as
a bonus. How can | not be grateful for
the life given to me as a bonus? It has
been 33 years since that time.

Today, the fourth Sunday of Lent is also
called ‘Rose Sunday. Today's Scripture
readings are the massage of hope. The

first reading announces great hope for
the Israelites who was captive in Baby-
lon, to return to their beloved home-
land. Persian King Cyrus issued a de-
cree to allowing the Israelites in Baby-
lon to return to their homeland. King
Cyrus became a turning point for the
Israelites. The Israelites regarded Cyrus
as the Messiah sent by God. Today's
Gospel also brings us new hope. “For
God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son so that everyone who be-
lieves in him may not perish but may
have eternal life.” We, as believers,
confess Jesus Christ as the Christ, the
Messiah. It would be good to recall the
turning points in our lives today. If we
can feel God'’s presence in every mo-
ment of our lives, it would be wonder-
ful. If our words and actions can be a
turning point in the lives of our tired
and weary neighbors, that would be
wonderful too. “We are God’s handi-
work, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.”
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2024 Pastoral Goal @ Sunday School Spring Break will be on @ 2024 YG Spring Joint Retreat “Divine
March 17th. Mercy”
Communion Parish Who: Youth Group from three Korean
@ There will be no Mass at the parish on Catholic Churches (Dallas St. Andrew
1. Let us seek God, rely on God, and Tuesday, March 26th, as priests from the Kim, Austin St. Andrew Kim, and Ft.
follow God’s Word, whenever and diocese will participate in the Chrism Worth Korean Martyrs )
wherever. Mass. Lead: Fr. Chung-hoon Yoon
When: April 5th, 6th, and 7th
2. Let us make the sign of the Cross ] Where: Camp Copass
gn of Stations of the Cross . P . P .
wholeheartedly. How to register: http://tinyurl.com/
(Time: After Mass) SP24Sakretreat (Last day to register:
3. Let us diligently participate in the . Sunday, March 10th)
. Date Districts . L
prayer for the parish at 3:00 PM every For more information: Claire Lee
day. 3/15,Fri | W Frisco, W Plano (hjlee21@gmail.com)
) ] ] ] 3/21,Thur | N Coppell, Richardson @® 6th Annual Music Festival (not competi-
@ Daylight Savings Time Begins on Sunday, .
3/29,Fri Pastoral Council (3 pm) tion)
March 10, 2024 1 p Date : 5/5 (Sun) 5 pm
Who: 2nd grade~12th grade (beginners
@ Second Collection @ Sacrament of Confirmation will be on welcome)
The second collection on 3/9 (Sat) and May 26th. - piano, strings, winds, percussion, vocal
3/10 (Sun) will be for the Catholic Relief The catechesis for adult believers who - All participants will receive trophies and
Services Collection. have not yet received the Sacrament of gifts
Confirmation will begin on April 28th in - Registration: office
@® Common Penance during Lent (Choose Korean. If you are eligible, please apply
3 of the following) at the parish office. @ Easter Cleaning
1. Bible transcription (Acts of the Apos- Date: 3/17 (Sun) After 10 am Mass
tles, submit by April 7th) @ Young Adults Catechism Education in Room C117: Garland
2. Participate in a special Lenten lecture March Sanctuary: Coppell, N Coppell, Duncan-
3. Do the Stations of the Cross (2 times) Date: 3/16 (Sat) 3-4 PM ville, E Plano, W Plano, Richardson
4. Attending weekday Masses (2 times) Content: Jewel of prayer, rejoicing Fellowship room: Irving, E Frisco,
5. Reflect every night and write down Contact: Kim Jong-ha Daegan Andrew W Frisco, Carrollton, Valley Ranch
‘When did | think of God during the 469-497-7667
day?’
y Lunch Serve Coppell
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