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Who Is a ‘Leper’ Today?

First, a necessary note that is both lin-
guistic and clinical: in our Bible transla-
tions “leper” has a meaning different
from how we define it today. The peo-
ple ministered by Fr. Damien on the
island of Molokai had Hansen's disease;
and that is what we commonly call lep-
rosy. In the Bible there is a group of
skin diseases called tzaraat character-
ized by scaling and peeling. The He-
brew word, which Everett Fox leaves
untranslated in his English version of
Leviticus, refers to that cluster of skin
diseases which were thought to render
a person ritually polluted. (Leviticus
also includes rules for dealing with
tzaraat of the walls and tzaraat of tex-
tiles and implements.)

Persons beset with those skin diseases
were instructed to absent themselves
from the community, to set themselves
apart by dress, and to warn those ap-
proaching them with cries of “unclean,
unclean.” That people regularly recov-
ered from such diseases is presumed in
the Levitical rules that come after those
quoted in the First Reading, the very
regulations that Jesus alludes to when
he tells the healed man to show himself
to the priest and to offer for his cleans-
ing what Moses commanded (in Leviti-
cus 14). The translations “leper” and
“leprosy” persist in our Bibles apparent-
ly because there is no English word that
embraces the group of skin diseases
mentioned in Leviticus.

We can place ourselves in the sandals
of the “untouchable” man and present
ourselves to Jesus the healer with the
“leper’s” profound confidence in Jesus.
The encounter between Jesus and the
“leper” in this Sunday’s reading is in-
structive. First, though the Law com-
mands the man to keep his distance, he

dares to approach Jesus. The source of

his confidence is expressed in his
words: “If you wish, you can make me
clean.” He knows that Jesus can medi-
ate healing. It is telling that he asks for
“cleansing”—a word that refers to the
removal of ritual pollution. For him, to
be restored to the worshiping commu-
nity is as important as to be healed

from the discomfort of the skin ailment.

Jesus’ response, Mark tells us, springs
from compassion. He stretches out his
hand, touches the man, and says, “l do
will it. Be made clean.” Notice that this
gesture technically puts Jesus in viola-
tion of the Torah, for coming in contact
with the ritually unclean would render
him ritually unclean. Still, because the
man'’s greatest suffering is his exclusion
from the community, his status as an
“untouchable,” Jesus touches him. What
is more, by mandating the healing in
terms of ritual purity (“Be cleansed!”),
Jesus is taking upon himself the role of
the Temple priest. And yet, Jesus is
quick to honor another of the Levitical
rules by insisting that the healed and
cleansed man get checked out by the
priest and offer the required sacrifice.

This is a powerful illustration of the
way Jesus related to his tradition. He is
a Torah—keeping Jew. Always, he affirms
the theological and moral vision of the
Law of Moses. However, he will some-
times transgress ritual or ceremonial
law when meeting a human need calls
for it. Thus he eats with the unclean
and heals (does “medical work”) on the
Sabbath. But these exceptions are al-
ways in the service of the essential
commandment—Ilove of God and love
of neighbor (Mark 12:28-34; Deut 6:4-5;
Lev 19:18).

This episode invites us into the life of
grace in two powerful ways. We can
place ourselves in the sandals of the
“untouchable” man and present our-
selves to Jesus the healer with the
“leper’s” profound confidence in Jesus’
compassion and power to restore us. Or
we may be led to acknowledge some
“outsider” in our own lives who could
use our compassion and readiness to
reach out.

Dennis Hamm, SJ

Liturgy Q&A

The Prayers and Other Parts Pertaining to
the Priest

Among the parts assigned to the priest,
the foremost is the Eucharistic Prayer,
which is the high point of the entire cele-
bration. Next are the orations: that is to
say, the collect, the prayer over the offer-
ings, and the prayer after Communion.
These prayers are addressed to God in the
name of the entire holy people and all
present, by the priest who presides over
the assembly in the person of Christ. It is
with good reason, therefore, that they are
called the "presidential prayers."

It is also up to the priest, in the exercise
of his office of presiding over the gath-
ered assembly, to offer certain explana-
tions that are foreseen in the rite itself.
Where it is indicated in the rubrics, the
celebrant is permitted to adapt them
somewhat in order that they respond to
the understanding of those participating.
However, he should always take care to
keep to the sense of the text given in the
Missal and to express priest is also to di-
rect the word of to impart the final bless-
ing. In addition, he may give the faithful a
very brief introduction to the Mass of the
day (after the initial Greeting and before
the Act of Penitence), to the Liturgy of the
Word (before the readings), and to the
Eucharistic Prayer (before the Preface),
though never during the Eucharistic Prayer
itself; he may also make concluding com-
ments to the entire sacred action before
the dismissal.

The nature of the "presidential” texts de-
mands that they be spoken in a loud and
clear voice and that everyone listen with
attention. Thus, while the priest is speak-
ing these texts, there should be no other
prayers or singing, and the organ or other
musical instruments should be silent.

2024 Pastoral Goal

Communion Parish

1. Let us seek God, rely on God, and
follow God’s Word, whenever and
wherever.

2. Let us make the sign of the Cross
wholeheartedly.

3. Let us diligently participate in the
prayer for the parish at 3:00 PM every
day.

@ 2024 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Please fill the form out and return them
to the office by today if possible.

Father Gabriel Je Hyoung Cho,
Welcome Ceremony will be on

February 18th, 10 O'clock Mass
and noon Mass.

@ Mass offering for departed souls for
Lunar New Year's Day
Mass will be offered on Saturday Feb.
10th, at 5 pm, Sunday, Feb. 11th, 10

@ Rice Ball
Please pick up the Rice Ball after Mass.
After Lent all the rice balls will be col-
lected are sent to a fund for the poor.

@® Ash Wednesday Mass
Date: 2/14 (Wed) 7:30 PM
- There will be no Mass at 10:00 am.
- There will be a second collection for
the Church in Central & Eastern Europe.

Stations of the Cross
(Time: After Mass)

Date Districts
2/16,Fri Garland, Duncanville
2/22,Thur | Carrollton, E. Frisco
3/1,Fri Coppell, Irving
3/7,Thur |Valley Ranch, E Plano
3/15,Fri | W Frisco, W Plano
3/21,Thur | N Coppell, Richardson
3/29,Fri Pastoral Council (3 pm)

@ Young Adult Group Education-Catechism
Date: 2/10, 2/17 (Sat) 3 pm - 4 pm
Content: Catechesis on the theme of
“Prayer” by Benedict XVI
Venue inquiry: Andrew Lee Yunho

@ Rite of Election

pairs.

Price: $5

Date: 2/17 (Sat) 11 am
Where: National Shrine Cathedral of Our
Lady of Guadalupe
2215 Ross Ave. Dallas, TX 75201

Menu: Pork, kimchi, rice
Inquiries: Stefano Lee Sang-kwon
702-812-1208

@ To raise funds for the basketball court
repairs, the Apostolic Group is organiz-
ing barbecue lunch. The proceeds will be
used as a fund for basketball court re-

Donations are also welcome.
Date: 2/25 (Sun) after 10;00 am and
12:00 pm Mass.

@ Recruiting Children’s Choir Singers
for the 6th annual youth music festival.
Concert Date: late April~mid May (TBD)
3rd grade through 7th grade
Practice: Sundays 1:30-2:30 pm
Application deadline: 2/11 (Sun) office

@ Lunar New Year's lunch is made by
Sungmo-Hoe, it is provided free of
charge to all the parishioners.

am and 3 pm.
469-497-7667
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