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Today we celebrate the Epiphany of the

® E

Lord. The Savior, the light of the world re-
vealed to the whole world. Breaking
through blackout and darkness, the Lord
comes as the Light. The Epiphany of the
Lord is also called ‘the visitation of the ori-
ental Magis. It is because they follow the
star from the east and find Jesus the infant
in order to dedicate gold, incense, and
myrrh as presents. The birth of Jesus the
Light frightens Herod, the chief priests, and
the scribes. It is because the blackout and
darkness of them must be removed at last.
Now through Jesus, all the people of the
world beyond Jerusalem can hear the news
of the light which is the good news. God
who is the Light over blackout and darkness
will reveal His glory so that all the people

can gather to true Light.

The gospel which is good news proclaims
that the light will shine on us over blackout
and darkness. That is, the glory of God will
shake down the blackout and darkness of
the world. The glory of the world is nothing,
and it is same as true of the power of the
world. The world disappears at once before
the glory of God. Today, Isaiah also sings
the glory of God. God is the Light. There
must not remain any blackout and darkness
before the light. "Rise in splendor, Jerusa-
lem! Your light has come, the glory of the
Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers
the earth, and thick clouds cover the peo-
ples; but upon you, the LORD shines, and
over you appears his glory."

The oriental Magis visit Jerusalem. They try
to find the One who is born the king of the
Jews. They followed the light which denot-
ed the true king of the Jews. Herod is the
present king of the Jews at that time. To

Herod, Magis' testimony about the light

and new born king goes against his power.

It means that his power is not right. For this,

Herod and his followers the chief priests
and the scribes are all throw into fuss. Her-
od lets the Magis find the infant so that he
can also pay tribute to the infant. His pur-
pose is to remove the infant. He tries to
remove his political enemy who is a menace
to his power. It reveals his wrong attitude.
He kills a lot of male infants under two in
Bethlehem.

The Magis at last find Jesus the infant lying
on a manger. They come to know that Jesus
is the true light. And they dedicate gold,
incense, and myrrh to Jesus. Gold means
Jesus as King, incense as the One who takes
after the holiness of God, and myrrh as
Jesus' holy love, sacrifice, and death. They
reveal that Jesus is the light and the holy
Lord who leads us by His life and death. A
true Lord does not wield power but loves
people by sacrificing his own life, and Jesus
the true light shows us the way.

Herod, who moves the chief priests to idol-
ize himself rather than serve God the truth,
and oblige the scribes to hide his failures,
justify himself, get rid of his political ene-
mies, and threaten people, is the blackout
and spread darkness over the world. On the
contrary, Jesus lying on a manger becomes
the lowest among us to serve people and
does not possess anything for Himself to
serve God the truth. And he takes our
death up to the death of the Cross. He
gives up his life even for the people who
try to kill him and loves people truly. This
Jesus is the Light and the Lord. He is the
glory of God.

Paul the apostle proclaims this Jesus to the
world. He proclaims that Jesus is the revela-
tion of God, the will of God, and the mys-
tery of God. God is revealed to proclaim His
will through Jesus. The Light of the world
and the salvation of the world are revealed

through Jesus over Herod. Those who serve

Jesus this way and follow him are going to
become the children of God. "The mystery
was made known to me by revelation. It
was not made known to people in other

generations

as it has now been revealed to his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that
the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the
same body, and co-partners in the promise
of Christ Jesus through the gospel.”

Today we celebrate the Epiphany of the
Lord. The Lord is revealed to us as the
Light at last. The glory of God comes to be
revealed by breaking through the blackout
and darkness of the world. Following the
Lord is not to take the world and Herod
but to choose the Light and the star. It is
like following the star like the Magis and,
this star will leads us to true life. It is to
know that the light brings us tremendous
glory at last, and though the light seems to
shine slightly. We celebrate the Epiphany of
the Lord. Do we follow the Light and the
star of the Lord like the Magis? Otherwise,
do we follow the world such as Herod, the
chief priests, and the scribes? We Christians
have to spread the good news which
brings the light and glory of the Lord to
shine on us brightly.
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2024 Pastoral Goal

Lunch Serve E. Frisco Parish Financial Status for Nov. 2023
Communion Parish = |Sunday Offering 18,689.00
0
o
1. Let us seek God, rely on God, and 3 Monthly Pledge 27,000.60
follow God’s Word, whenever and Liturgy Q&A Thanksgiving Day offering 793.00
wherever. Holy Water Bulletin Advertisement 2,700.00
The Catholic Church uses holy water as a
2. Let us make the sign of the Cross sacramental for various purposes, such as Sunday School Fee 5,920.00
baptisms, blessing of persons, places, : & other | 664,24
wholeheartedly. and objects, or as protection against evil nterest & other income :
and danger. It is typically made by mix— .
3. Let us diligently participate in the ing blessed salt with water. The use of Gross income | 55,766.84
h sh .00 P holy water dates back to the earliest days Salary 12,968.38
prayer for the parish at 3:00 PM every of the Christian Era and is attested by .
day. documents of only comparatively late date. % | Insurance & pension 7,181.58
The “Apostolic Constitutions”, the redac— 3 ,
tion of which goes back to about the year 3 Maintenance 150.00
. 400, attribute to the Apostle St. Matthew =
@ 2nd Collection the precept of using holy water. c fhoezm&glcs:g payment of 4,810.00
The second collection on 1/6 (Sat) & Holy water is bleslied t?’]y ha priest ang ®
. receives its power through the prayer an Professional service fee 1.808.95
177 (§un) will be for the Central authority of the Church. The rite of bless- ' ! i -
America Church, ing that a priest says over to make it holy Building and Accident 280433
contains prayers of exorcism. It can ban- Insurance 1OV
. . . ish demons, heal the sick, and send un—
@ If you have submitted Bible transcrip- warranted grace upon us. Operating expenses by | .o qo
. L . of holy water: “From long experience |
to pick up your transcriptions and gifts have learned that there is nothing like holy Office and management | o, c,
as soon as possible. water to put devils to flight and prevent consumables e
them from coming back again. They also -
flee from the Cross, but return; so holy Car Maintenance fee 176.70
@ 2024 Dallas Korean School Starts water must have great virtue. For my own Utility fee & HOA 777391
When: 1/13 (Sat) 9:30 am par’;r wlhene\éer I t?ke t|t,b|my soullf?_els”a
. particular and most notable consolation”. Building tax 1,447 24
Who: age 4 to 12th grade, adults class Holy water is a reminder of our baptism, g
- Nursery and Kindergarten classes 1&2 when we were washed clean of original sin Total expenditure 52,976.48
have already closed. and welcomed into the family of -
y God. Every time we use holy water, we are Net income for Nov.| 2,790.36
reminded of our identity as children of .
@® Monthly Pledge for 2024 God and our need to grow in holiness. Building fund for Nov. 1.303.05
Please come by our office to make your
monthly pledge for 2024.
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