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Today is the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Today's God’'s message is about sins and
evils we commit, how to fight it and try not
to commit them. Ignoring sins and evils and
escaping from them does not make sense.
True love is to be on guard against sins and
evils and try not fall on it. In order to stand
before God, we have to live according to the
will of God. God will never leave alone those
who try to accomplish the will of God but
always stay with them. We have to try hard
to live the life without sins and evils.

Jesus forgives and persuades sinners not to
commit sins anymore. He commands us to
think those who do not listen to advice of a
believer or the Church as a Gentile or a tax
collector. He stresses the importance of

teaching not to commit sins.

Jesus explains that if we want to enter the
Kingdom of God, we have to determine not
to commit sins. Through prayer we have to
ask for it ardently. Jesus promises that God
will be always with those who ask not to
commit sins. The door to Kingdom of God
will be open to those who try to follow the
will of God and do not commit sins, though

they are only few.

"If your brother sins against you, go and tell
him his fault between you and him alone. If
he listens to you, you have won over your
brother. If he does not listen, take one or
two others along with you, so that 'every fact
may be established on the testimony of two
or three witnesses." If he refuses to listen to
them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen
even to the church, then treat him as you
would a Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, |
say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth shall be lost in heaven. Again, amen,
| say to you, if two of you agree on earth

about anything for which they are to pray, it

shall be granted to them by my heavenly
Father. For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am | in the midst

of them."

In the same context Ezekiel, a watchman for
the house of Israel says that a watchman
should proclaim to the wicked that they will
die due to their evil way. Seeing evils and
close one’s mouth and dose not say anything
must carry responsibility. Evil ones must die
due to evils, and those who do not proclaim
the words of God to them will be responsible
also.

"You, son of man, | have appointed a watch-
man for the house of Israel; when you hear me
say anything, you shall warn them for me. If |
tell the wicked, 'O wicked one, you shall surely
die," and you do not speak out to dissuade the
wicked from his way, the wicked shall die for
his guilt, but | will hold you responsible for his
death. But if you warn the wicked, trying to
turn him from his way, and he refuses to turn
from his way, he shall die for his guilt, but you

shall save yourself."

The practice of love is to love others as our-
selves and not to commit evils to others. It is
not only to keep commandments. This love
has no limit. It is to ardently want not to fall to
sins and evils. Those who strive so can com-

plete the laws and practice true love.

"Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one
another; for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. The commandments, 'You

shall not commit adultery;

you shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall
not covet,’ and whatever other command-
ment there may be, are summed up in this
saying, namely, 'You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.' Love does no evil to the neighbor;

hence, love is the fulfillment of the law."

We have committed a lot of sins in our lives.
However, there is not much time left. Now, we
have to strive not to commit sins anymore.
There is not much time to wash away sins. We

have to strive not to sin for ourselves and not

to make neighbors sin. We have to strive to
accomplish the goodwill of God. Jesus will be
always with those who pray as their hearts

gather together.

Fa. Namgil Kim

Liturgy Q&A
How to approach children at Mass espe-
cially children who are crying. (Fr. Doyle
2/3)
Babies belong at Mass. Jesus says in the
scripture.
Matthew 19:14 — “Let the children come to
me and do not prevent them. For the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these”.
Pretty clear. Children are invited to Jesus to
the Mass. Because they belong there.

Psalm 8:2 - “Out of the mouths of babies and
infants you have drawn a defense against
your foes, to silence enemy and avenger”.
Basically, the sounds of infants and babies
are a phrase that repels Satan.

Matthew 18:5 - “Whoever receives one child
such as this in my name receives me.
Whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better for
him to have a great millstone hung around
his neck to be drowned in the depth of the
sea”. This is probably the most chilling
scripture involving whether children belong
to Mass. We better be careful how we treat
people, how we treat moms, dads, and chil-
dren, whether we're welcoming, or we give
them an evil eye because they're crying.
Jesus tells us that children are called to Him
and that they belong here. If you're causing
them sin, or if you push them away from the
church, you don't inherit the Kingdom and it’
s better that you are thrown at the sea and
drown.
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